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Barry Bonds leaves the federal 
courthouse after the first day 
of his perjury trial in San 
Francisco, Monday, March 21, 
2011. 

See Aruba Today Sports 

New York Times 
Journalists freed 

© 2011 New York Times 
TRIPOLI, Libya - The Lib¬ 
yan government released four 
detained New York Times 
journalists Monday, six days 
after they were captured while 
covering the conflict between 
government and rebel forces 
in the eastern city of Ajdabiya. 
They were released into the 
custody of Turkish diplomats. 
Like many Western journal¬ 
ists, the four had entered the 
rebel-controlled eastern re¬ 
gion of Libya without visas 
over the Egyptian border to 
cover the insurrection against 
Moammar Gadhafi. They 
were detained by forces loyal 
to Gadhafi in Ajdabiya. 

The journalists are Anthony 
Shadid, The Times’ Beirut bu¬ 
reau chief, who has won two 
Pulitzer Prizes for internation¬ 
al reporting; two photogra¬ 
phers, Tyler Hicks and Lynsey 
Addario, who have extensive 
experience in war zones; and 
a reporter and videographer, 
Stephen Farrell, who in 2009 
was captured by the Taliban in 
Afghanistan and was rescued 
by British commandos.Q 



Supporters of Libyan leader Col. Moammar Gadhafi stage a demonstration outside a hotel in Tripoli, where many journalists are 
staying in Libya. American, European and Arab leaders began the largest international military intervention in the Arab world since 
the invasion of Iraq on Saturday, in an effort to stop Gadhafi’s war on the Libyan opposition. 

(Moises Saman/The New York Times) 
More on Page 2 

Big oil clears Gulf drilling hurdle 


By JENNIFER A. DLOUHY 
© 2011 Hearst Newspapers 
WASHINGTON - The oil 
and gas industry cleared a ma¬ 
jor hurdle Monday in its path 
back to deep-water drilling, 
with the Obama administra¬ 
tion’s approval of an offshore 
exploration plan that lays the 
foundation for Shell to drill 
three exploratory wells in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The plan is the first of its kind 
approved since the 2010 Gulf 
oil spill and represents the 
government’s determination 
that Shell has satisfied stiffer 
safety mandates triggered by 
the disaster. 

Shell’s plan also had to with¬ 
stand more scrutiny than ex¬ 
ploration plans filed before 
the Deepwater Horizon disas¬ 


ter, when regulators routinely 
waived environmental assess¬ 
ments that are otherwise re¬ 
quired by federal law. 

Interior Secretary Ken Sala¬ 
zar said the decision “marks 
another important step toward 
safer deep-water exploration.” 
Shell CEO Marvin Odum 
called it “a very significant 
milestone” that could provide 
a regulatory template for drill¬ 
ing new exploration wells in 
the deep-water Gulf. 

“You already are seeing a 
number of applications for ex¬ 
ploration plans and permits to 
drill,” Odum said. “I think it’s 
(been made) easier now that 
we’ve clarified the rules of the 
game.” 

The approved plan provides 


the framework for Shell to 
drill three new exploratory 
wells in approximately 2,950 
feet of water at its Cardamom 
Deep discoveries about 255 
miles southeast of Houston. 
Odum has said the discover¬ 
ies - made in 2009 and 2010- 
could hold more than 100 mil¬ 
lion barrels of oil equivalent. 
Shell still has to obtain sepa¬ 
rate permits before it can drill 
any of the wells, and the com¬ 
pany already has filed an ap¬ 
plication for one of them. 

In approving Shell’s plan, 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, Regulation and 
Enforcement assessed the en¬ 
vironmental consequences of 
the company’s proposed drill¬ 
ing and concluded there would 
likely be “no significant im¬ 


pact” from the work. 

Continued on Next Page 
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Coalition expanding no fly zone 


II.S, British forces launch 12 "land attack” missiles 



Libyan rebel mans heavy machinegun 


By RICHARD LARDNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - Interna¬ 
tional forces continued air 
strikes against Libya on Mon¬ 
day, moving to expand the 
UN-approved no-fly zone af¬ 
ter turning back government 
troops near the eastern rebel 
strong of Benghazi, the U.S. 
commander in the region said. 
A coalition of nations was try¬ 
ing to extend the zone south¬ 
ward and westward, eventu¬ 
ally to the capital, Tripoli, said 
Gen. Carter Ham, head of U.S. 
Africa Command. 

“With the growing capabilities 
of the coalition, I anticipate 
the no-fly zone will soon ex¬ 
tend to Brega, Misurata, and 


then to Tripoli,” he told Pen¬ 
tagon reporters in a video con¬ 
ference from his headquarters 
in Germany. 

He said that would cover 
“about 1,000 kilometers, so 
it’s a pretty wide area.” 

In the midday news confer¬ 
ence, Ham said that over the 
previous 24 hours, U.S. and 
British forces launched 12 
Tomahawk land attack mis¬ 
siles, targeting regime com- 
mand-and-control facilities, 
a missile facility, and a re¬ 
attacking an air defense site 
which had previously been 
attacked. The strikes followed 
a weekend of punishing air 
attacks aimed at preventing 
Moammar Gadhafi’s forces 


from killing civilians seeking 
his ouster. 

“Air attacks have succeeded in 
stopping regime ground forces 
from advancing to Benghazi, 
and we are now seeing ground 
forces moving southward 
from Benghazi,” Ham said. 
“Through a variety of reports, 
we know that regime ground 
forces that were in the vicinity 
of Benghazi now possess little 
will or capability to resume 
offensive operations.” 

Ham said he has little indi¬ 
cation of the whereabouts of 
Ghadafi, and that locating or 
attacking him is not a mission 
of the coalition military forc¬ 
es. He said, however, that the 
possibility of Gadhafi using 


surrogates to launch a terrorist 
attack on the U.S. or Europe is 
“a very, very legitimate con¬ 
cern.” He said the U.S. already 
is taking a smaller role in the 
mission. Whereas about 50 


percent of the approximately 
60 air missions flown on Sun¬ 
day were by U.S. pilots, the 
“overwhelming” share were 
by non-U. S. pilots on Mon¬ 
day, he said.Q 



Water... the essence of life 


Tropical 


Aruba 


GOLF DRILLING HURDLE 
Continued fromk Front Page 

But the decision faces an almost-certain legal challenge from 
conservationists who say the government is acting prematurely 
by not waiting until it completes a lengthy post-spill environ¬ 
mental study of the Gulf of Mexico that could take until next 
year. 

The outcome of that legal fight could dictate not only Shell’s fu¬ 
ture at the Cardamom Deep discovery but also whether federal 
regulators have the power to approve new deep-water drilling 
any time soon. 

So far, the Obama administration has focused on restarting work 
on 57 projects that were permitted before a ban on some deep¬ 
water drilling was imposed last year. The government is fore¬ 
going environmental assessments for those deep-water drilling 
proposals, three of which have been permitted since Feb. 28. 

By contrast, Shell’s exploration plan presented the first real test 
of whether the government is empowered to swiftly review and 
approve new deep-water exploration plans that form the blue¬ 
print for well-by-well permitting decisions. 

Bill Snape, a senior counsel with the Tucson-based Center for 
Biological Diversity, said the government was “putting the cart 
before the horse” and cutting off a detailed review of Gulf drill¬ 
ing that is required under a federal law known as the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 

“NEPA requires a hard look - not some sort of hop, skip and a 
dance where you just go through the procedure for the sake of 
doing it,” Snape said. 

The government’s decision to approve an exploration plan 
without waiting for the Gulf-wide environmental study is “po¬ 
tentially illegal” and is “unfortunately another seemingly sad 
chapter in the Department of Interior bowing down (to the will 
of) the oil industry,” Snape said. “We are absolutely analyzing 
our options for future litigation.” 

Other environmental groups, such as the Natural Resources De¬ 
fense Council, also could fight the decision in federal circuit 
court. David Pettit, an NRDC director in California, said the 
group is “going to look into challenging it.” 

Pettit added that it seemed unlikely the ocean energy bureau 
studied the full range of environmental consequences that 
Shell’s drilling could have on endangered species and marine 
mammals in the region. Industry officials said they were hope¬ 
ful that Shell’s preparation - and the review by the ocean energy 
bureau - would allow the government to make a strong case that 
it has followed NEPA.Q 
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US Supreme Court rules 


Effort to bar details of bailout denied 


By BINYAMIN APPELBAUM 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Federal Reserve 
will publish new details about its emer¬ 
gency lending to banks during the 2008 
financial crisis after the Supreme Court 
on Monday rejected an industry appeal 
for secrecy. 

The Fed said it would release detailed in¬ 
formation soon about its main emergency 
aid program, the so-called discount win¬ 
dow, breaking a policy of confidentiality 
that dates to its founding in 1913. The 
Fed was required by Congress to publish 
similar data about its other lending pro¬ 
grams last year. 

“The board will fully comply with the 
court’s decisions and is preparing to make 
the information available,” said David 
Skidmore, a Fed spokesman. 

The disclosures could embarrass some 
of the nation’s largest banks, which are 


eager to focus public attention on their 
renewed profitability, by returning a spot¬ 
light to the extent of their dependence on 
federal aid during the crisis. 

It also signaled a victory for Bloomberg 
News, which first requested the data in 
2008. 

But the industry and the Fed also won a 
victory of sorts simply by delaying the 
release of the information for more than 
two years, as investors now will be less 
likely to draw inferences about the cur¬ 
rent condition of the banks that needed 
help during the crisis. 

Bloomberg News filed a request for the 
discount window data under the Freedom 
of Information Act in 2008. 

When the Fed denied the request, the 
company filed a lawsuit. After a trial 
court ruled in favor of Bloomberg in 
2009, the Fed appealed. A federal appeals 
court handed Bloomberg a second victory 


in March 2010 and the Fed conceded the 
issue, but the verdict was appealed by the 
Clearing House Association, which rep¬ 
resents 10 of the nation’s largest banks. 
The Supreme Court rejected that appeal 
Monday in a brief written order. 

“The Federal Reserve forgot that it is the 
central bank for the people of the United 
States and not a private academy where 
decisions of great importance may be 
withheld from public scrutiny,” Matthew 
Winkler, editor in chief of Bloomberg 
News, said in a statement. 

The Clearing House Association said it 
was disappointed but added that the rul¬ 
ing had no broader significance. The 
sweeping financial law passed last year 
stipulated that the Fed must release data 
on future discount-window loans, but 
only after a two-year lag - effectively, the 
same outcome reached by the legal pro¬ 
cess. Q 


Ken doll turns 50. wins a new face 



By ELIZABETH OLSON 
© 2011 New York Times 

Mattel, the toy maker, is re¬ 
vamping its best-selling Bar¬ 
bie franchise by emphasizing 
her longtime beau, Ken. 

The company is bolstering 
awareness of Barbie’s com¬ 
panion - who celebrated his 
50th birthday March 11 - us¬ 
ing social networks like Face- 
book and Twitter and a series 
of just-completed webisodes 
in which wholesome-looking 
young male contestants vied 
to be the new face, literally, 
of the soon-to-be redesigned 
boyfriend. 

The eight-part series, called 
“Genuine Ken: The Search 
for the Great American Boy¬ 
friend,” was Mattel’s first for¬ 
ay into digital reality events 
and an effort that “is on the 
beginning edge of a new 
marketing trend,” said Dean 
DeBiase, chairman of Reboot 


Partners, which advises com¬ 
panies on growth strategies. 
Spotlighting Ken comes after 
the toy maker’s recent update 
of Barbie, who turns 52 this 
year, as a fashion plate with 
high-style outfits. The eight 
contestants in the “Genuine 
Ken” series competed in an 
array of “Bachelorette”-style 
challenges to determine who 
had the ideal qualities to fill 
Ken’s customary role as the 
“ultimate boyfriend for every 
occasion.” 

The redesigned Ken doll will 
resemble the contest winner, 
Kurtis Taylor, a 25-year-old 
former defensive lineman for 
Iowa State, who won over the 
judges in the romantic gesture 
category. 

“Major brands like Mattel are 
trying to shift their media mix 
to where the customers are,” 
DeBiase said. '' Television 
viewership is shifting - kids 


are not watching on Saturday 
morning - and cable is slip¬ 
ping, so brands are looking to 
social, local, mobile and video 
to get their message out. 
“Mattel has tied the ‘Genuine 
Ken’ series to Facebook and 
Twitter and created a lot of 
buzz,” he said. 

“The show allows it to extend 
its audience beyond little girls 


to teen girls and adults who 
are not playing with Barbies 
anymore but have an emotion¬ 
al tie with the brand and may 
be collectors.” 

Ken, who had a breakup with 
Barbie in 2004 but won her 
back on Valentine’s Day, be¬ 
gan his comeback by appear¬ 
ing in Disney’s “Toy Story 3” 
last summer. □ 


lady killed 
co-worker 
after fight 



Brittany Norwood 

By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 


ROCKVILLE, Md. - An 

employee at an upscale 
Maryland yoga clothing 
shop is accused of killing a 
co-worker who found sus¬ 
pected stolen merchandise 
in her bag, then trying to 
conceal the crime by tying 
herself up and blaming the 
attack on two masked men. 
Brittany Norwood was or¬ 
dered held without bond 
Monday on a charge of first- 
degree murder after Mont¬ 
gomery County State’s At¬ 
torney John McCarthy de¬ 
scribed the slaying. 
McCarthy said Norwood, 
28, spun an elaborate ruse 
to convince authorities that 
she and the dead woman, 
Jayna Murray, had been at¬ 
tacked inside the Lululemon 
Athletica shop in Bethesda 
where they worked. 

“Her cunning and her abil¬ 
ity to lie is almost unparal¬ 
leled,” McCarthy said of 
Norwood. 

When Norwood was found 
the morning of March 12 
inside the shop, she told po¬ 
lice that she and Murray, 30, 
had been sexually assaulted 
by two masked men who 
came in the previous night 
after closing time.Q 
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In California 

Terror suspects seek to clear names 


By CHRIS HAWLEY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - As the U S. 
ramps up efforts to root out 
homegrown terrorism, hun¬ 
dreds of people who have 
fallen under suspicion are in a 
state of limbo: Many say they 
have been singled out unfair¬ 
ly for scrutiny but have been 
neither charged nor cleared. 
Some of them, mostly Mus¬ 
lims, have spent weeks in jail; 
others find it impossible to 
travel freely. Some say they 
have had their reputations 
destroyed by the news cover¬ 
age. Many were questioned or 
tracked, and say they felt vio¬ 
lated and fearful. 

Lawsuits filed by suspects 
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The number of people on the FBI’s consolidated terrorist watch 
list stands at 450,000, despite efforts since 2006 to winnow it down 


since 2006 have pried millions 
of dollars in settlements from 
the government. The U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court this month heard 
one of the most serious chal¬ 
lenges yet, the case of a Kan¬ 
sas man who claims his deten¬ 
tion as a “material witness” 
destroyed his marriage and his 
career. 

Many plaintiffs say they rec¬ 
ognize the security challenges 
the government faces after 
Sept. 11; but in many cases, 
they complain, the govern¬ 
ment refuses to reveal why 
someone has attracted atten¬ 
tion. Without that information, 
they argue, it is impossible to 
clear their names. 

“It’s a runaround,” said Ay- 


man Latif, an American who 
was stranded in Egypt for 
six months and questioned 
by U.S. agents last year after 
his name appeared on a no-fly 
list. “Maybe they had a hunch 
about something and my name 
came up and they were inves¬ 
tigating it. But they wouldn’t 
tell me what that hunch was.” 
The FBI says it needs secrecy 
to protect sensitive investiga¬ 
tions and to avoid giving ter¬ 
rorists clues for avoiding de¬ 
tection. 

The government does not 
disclose how many people it 
investigates, but an Associ¬ 
ated Press analysis gives a 
glimpse of how the number 
has grown.□ 


EXCELSIOR 


CASINO 

A • K - U • B - A 


LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean Stud 
Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealer stands on 
Soft 17 


SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 
Tournaments 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 PM $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 PM $25 
Fridays at 7:00 PM $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 PM Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as per 
Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at Excelsior Casino!! 


Employees accuse Bayer of discrimination 


NEW YORK - Six former 
and current employees of a 
U.S. unit of Bayer AG filed 
a class-action lawsuit against 
the company on Monday, al¬ 
leging gender discrimination 
in pay, promotions and the 
treatment of pregnant women 
and mothers. The lawsuit, 
filed against Bayer Health- 
Care Pharmaceuticals in New 
Jersey federal court, sought 
$100 million in lost pay and 
benefits as well as compensa¬ 
tory and punitive damages. 
The plaintiffs, women who 
served at the associate-direc¬ 
tor level or higher, blamed 
a male-dominated manage¬ 
ment team for fostering an 
environment that was hostile 
to women. According to the 
complaint, internal company 
communications stated a pref¬ 
erence for men in leadership 



roles and described women 
as “loose cannons” prone to 
“mood swings,” “indecision,” 
and “backstabbing.” 

The complaint also cited ex¬ 
amples of overt hostility to¬ 
ward motherhood and preg¬ 
nancy, including the denial of 
promotions for women who 
took maternity leave and a se¬ 
nior manager’s alleged state¬ 
ment that he “needed to stop 
hiring women of reproductive 


age.’’The company denied all 
allegations of gender discrim¬ 
ination and said it would vig¬ 
orously defend itself against 
the charges. The company is 
committed to nondiscrimina¬ 
tion and equal treatment for 
all employees, it said in a 
statement. 

The lawsuit is the latest in a 
string of gender discrimina¬ 
tion class actions filed by San¬ 
ford Wittels & Heisler against 
large corporations on behalf 
of female employees. On 
March 3, the firm filed a suit 
against health insurer Cigna 
Corp for allegedly blocking 
women from promotions and 
higher-paying jobs. The same 
firm sued Publicis Groupe on 
February 24, describing the 
multinational advertising con¬ 
glomerate’s glass ceiling as a 
“cement wall.’Q 
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In South Carolina 


Train ride inspector faked report 



Rescue workers look over scene 


By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. - A safe¬ 
ty inspector admitted he never 
tested a children’s train ride 
that derailed over the week¬ 
end, killing a 6-year-old boy 
and injuring dozens of others, 
state officials said Monday, 
and witnesses described the 
small engine increasing its 
speed just before it went off 
the tracks near a bridge. 
Authorities have not said ex¬ 
actly what caused the train 
to crash Saturday at Cleve¬ 
land Park in Spartanburg, the 
northwestern part of the state. 
The nearly 60-year-train 
dubbed “Sparky” opened a 
week early because of the 
warm spring weather and was 
supposedly checked by a state 
inspector last Wednesday. But 
after the crash, the inspector 
came forward to say he hadn’t 
done a thorough review. 


Benji Easier died after the 
train went off its rails, and his 
parents and siblings were also 
injured, along with 25 other 
children and adults onboard. 
The injuries ranged from 
bumps and bruises to broken 
bones. Some of the children 
were taken away on stretchers. 
Many of those on the train 
were members of Corinth 
Baptist Church, where Ea¬ 


sier’s father is pastor. A youth 
minister who is acting as 
spokesman for the crash vic¬ 
tims said church members told 
him they felt the small train 
speeding up. 

“All of my people said the 
train got faster and faster,” the 
Rev. Nathan Ellis said. “They 
felt like it was increasing in 
speed and something was 
wrong. ”□ 


In Georgia 

Fake serial killer appeals conviction 


By GREG BLUESTEIN 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA - Andrew Scott 
Haley used the online moni¬ 
ker “catchmekiller” to post a 
video claiming he killed 16 
people, a callous lie that led 
investigators down dead-end 
trails and wasted countess 
hours of detective work, pros¬ 
ecutors said Monday. 

Haley admits what he did was 
wrong, but believes his free 
speech rights were trampled 
during his elaborate attempt 
to get viewers involved in 
solving a mystery. He asked 
the Georgia Supreme Court 
on Monday to overturn his 
conviction. 

Haley was convicted of tam¬ 



pering with evidence and 
making false statements after 
he posted the video on You¬ 
Tube in February 2009. Once 
authorities tracked him down, 
they quickly determined he 
had nothing to do with the 


killings. 

The video, which obscured 
his face and voice, purported 
to offer clues to where bod¬ 
ies were located and urged 
viewers to help him solve the 
crime. 

He promised to reveal his true 
identify if they played along, 
but warned “Don’t try to 
chase me.” 

One of the postings included 
a reference to Tara Grinstead, 
who disappeared in 2005 from 
her home in Ocilla, Ga., in the 
southern part of the state. He 
never identified her by name, 
but prosecutors said he clearly 
referred to her by citing her 
background as a teacher and a 
former beauty queen.□ 


II.S. immigration 
status now online 

By GARY MARTIN 
© 2011 San Antonio Express 

WASHINGTON - A new program designed to let people check 
their employment status and resolve immigration problems be¬ 
fore seeking a job was unveiled Monday by the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

The program is an expansion of E-Verify, the voluntary program 
that employers use to check government databases to ensure 
that people hired are eligible for employment and are not ille¬ 
gal immigrants. Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano 
said the new E-Verify Self Check program would give people 
the opportunity to check their status online and provide docu¬ 
ments to resolve problems before employers conduct a similar 
Internet check. “E-Verify is a smart, simple and effective tool 
that allows us to work with employers to help them maintain a 
legal workforce,” Napolitano said. 

The self check service would “protect workers and streamline 
the E-Verify process for businesses,” Napolitano said. 

Residents in Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Mississippi, Virginia 
and the District of Columbia will be able to use the new service 
immediately. The program will expand to Texas, California, 
New York and other states within 12 months, said Alejandro 
Mayorkas, director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Ser¬ 
vices. About 250,000 employers use the E-Verify program na¬ 
tionally, including 14,188 employers in Texas. Last year, Texas 
employers made 1.2 million inquiries on prospective workers, 
according to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. 

But Hispanic and civil rights groups have alleged that the pro¬ 
gram includes databases with mistakes or typographical errors 
that could deprive people of jobs or result in discrimination of 
potential employees who look or sound foreign. 

“We definitely need a system that works for employers and em¬ 
ployees, but for political reasons we are just speeding down the 
path. We are building on a faulty platform,” said Clarissa Mar¬ 
tinez, director of immigration for the National Council of La 
Raza, the nation’s largest Hispanic rights group. 

Republican leaders applauded the E-Verify program expansion. 
Rep. Lamar Smith, R-Texas, chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee, said the new program for people to check their sta¬ 
tus would “facilitate the correction of any errors in their per¬ 
sonal information. 
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In San Jose 

Man pleads guilty to 
brutal murder 6-yr-old 


By Mark Gomez 
Associated Press 
SAN JOSE— A man who bru¬ 
tally tortured and murdered 
his girlfriend’s 6-year-old 
son in 2007 and then buried 
the body in Phoenix pleaded 
guilty Friday to murder and 
torture and will spend the rest 
of his life in prison, accord¬ 
ing to the Santa Clara County 
District Attorney’s Office. 

As part of a plea agreement, 
District Attorney Jeff Rosen 
chose not to seek the death 
penalty against Samuel Co¬ 
rona, 37, who punched and 
stamped Oscar Jimenez Jr. 
to death in front of the boy’s 
mother on Feb. 18, 2007. 
Corona and the boy’s moth¬ 
er, Kathryn Jimenez, then 
drove Oscar’s battered body 
from their San Jose home to 
Phoenix and buried it under 
a mound of dirt and fertilizer 
in an abandoned apartment 
complex. His body was found 
seven months later. 

In March 2008, a judge ruled 
that Kathryn Jimenez was also 
a victim of Corona’s abuse and 
sentenced the woman to one 
year in county jail and proba¬ 
tion. Santa Clara County Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Jeff Rosen said 
those factors played a role in 
his decision not to seek the 
death penalty. 

“I had some concerns whether 
the jury would return a death 
verdict, given the relative cul- 



Oscar Jimenez 


pability of Kathryn Jimenez 
and the low sentence that 
she received,” Rosen said. 
“I thought that might make a 
jury less inclined to give the 
death penalty.” 

A few years ago, the district 
attorney’s office had made a 
preliminary decision to seek 
the death penalty, Rosen said. 
Rosen said he was approached 
about one month ago by Co¬ 
rona’s 

attorneys with a proposal that 
their client would plead guilty 
to first-degree murder and the 
special circumstance allega¬ 
tion of torture if the district 
attorney’s office dropped the 
death penalty. 

Before making the “difficult” 
decision, Rosen said he re¬ 
viewed the entire case file and 
deliberated with six senior 
prosecutors. Rosen also con¬ 
sidered input from Oscar’s 
family. □ 



In Alabama 

leaders apologize for handling of 1944 rape 


By BOB JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
ABBEVILLE, Ala. - Nearly 70 
years after Recy Taylor was 
raped by a gang of white men, 
leaders of the rural southeast 
Alabama community where 
it happened apologized Mon¬ 
day, acknowledging that her 
attackers escaped prosecution 
because of racism and an in¬ 
vestigation bungled by police. 
“It is apparent that the sys¬ 
tem failed you in 1944,” 
Henry County probate judge 
and commission chairwoman 
JoAnn Smith told several of 
Taylor’s relatives at a news 
conference at the county 
courthouse. 

Taylor, 91, lives in Florida 
and did not attend the news 
conference. Family members 
said she was in poor health 
and was not up to traveling 
to Abbeville or speaking with 
reporters. But her 74-year-old 
brother Robert Corbitt, who 
still lives in town, was front 
and center and said he would 
relay the apology to his sister. 
“What happened to my sis¬ 
ter way back then ... couldn’t 
happen today,” he said. “Boy, 
what a mess they made out of 
it. They tried to make her look 
like a whore and she was a 
Christian lady.” 

Taylor, who is black, told The 
Associated Press in an inter¬ 
view last year that she believes 
the men who attacked her are 
dead, but she would still like 
an apology from the state. The 
AP does not typically identify 



Rape victim Recy Taylor 


victims of sexual assault but 
is using her name because she 
has publicly identified herself. 
Taylor was 24, married and 
living in her native Henry 
County when she was gang- 
raped in Abbeville. She was 
walking home from church 
when she was abducted, as¬ 
saulted and left on the side of 
the road in an isolated area. 
Two all-white, all-male grand 
juries declined to bring charg¬ 
es. Democratic State Rep. 
Dexter Grimsley of Newville 
said police bungled the inves¬ 
tigation and harassed Taylor. 
“I would like to extend a deep, 
heartfelt apology for the error 
we made here in Alabama,” 
Grimsley said Monday, look¬ 
ing straight at Corbitt. “It was 
so unkind. We can’t stand 
around and say that it didn’t 
happen.” 

He said the statements from 
the mayor and the probate 
judge help to assure area resi¬ 
dents that “that era won’t re¬ 
turn to us.” He also said he is 
working on a resolution ask¬ 
ing the state to apologize to 
Taylor. 

Taylor’s story, along with 
those of other black women 


attacked by white men dur¬ 
ing the civil rights era, is told 
in “At the Dark End of the 
Street,” a book by Danielle 
McGuire released last year. 
McGuire said Monday she 
would eventually like to see 
more formal apologies from 
the state, city and county, but 
views the statements from of¬ 
ficials, prompted by publicity 
about her book, as a good first 
step. 

“The fact that they are ac¬ 
knowledging that this hap¬ 
pened is important,” said 
McGuire, a history professor 
at Wayne State University in 
Detroit.The case got the atten¬ 
tion of NAACP activist Rosa 
Parks in the 1940s, a decade 
before she became an icon by 
refusing to give up her seat 
on a Montgomery city bus. 
Parks interviewed Taylor in 
1944 and later recruited other 
activists to create the “Ala¬ 
bama Committee for Equal 
Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor.” 
Those efforts were later over¬ 
shadowed by other civil rights 
battles. 

Corbitt said he felt like his 
sister’s case was forgotten 
until he started doing some 
research several years ago 
and found out about the work 
that McGuire was doing. 
Mayor Ryan Blalock, who 
was among those apologizing 
Monday, said he had not heard 
about the case until recently. 
“It felt good that the mayor 
said he is sorry about it,” Cor¬ 
bitt said.Q 
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ceremony to help mark the occasion. 

“We look back at 25 successful years of ‘Status Aparte’. At the 
same time, we should also be forward thinking in looking ahead 
to the next 25 years, in ensuring we leave behind a better Aruba 
for our youngsters,” he commented. 

The celebration continued with a menu of traditional snacks 
including “balchi di pisca” fish cakes, served with tamarind 
juice, followed by a folkloric dance performance by the Masi- 
duri Dance Group. Later that day, Playa Linda participated in 
the National Bird Count in order to further contribute to ‘Clean 
Aruba’ goals and environmental protection efforts.□ 


ORANJESTAD - On 
Wednesday night, there 
will be a live band called 
“grupo melao” at Mambo 
Jambo. Great music, Great 
Cocktails, music ‘especially 
Salsa’, with combination of 
Bachata, Merengue. You 
can see every Wednesday 
the Pachanga dance group in 
Mambo Jambo. They are a 
professional group of dancers 
who enjoy their off time with 
great dancing, great people. 
Enjoy your fun at Mambo 
Jambo in the Royal Plaza 
Mall. 

Next event: Wednesday, 
23 rd of March, 2011 with 
Live Band: Sashah, Ofo 
and Michael with “3Som”, 
Starting @ 10.30pm.Q 


PALM BEACH - The colors, music and foods unique to Aruba 
were put on proud display at the Playa Linda Beach Resort as 
both employees and guests shared a joyful observance of Flag 
and Anthem Day. Hospitality at this popular timeshare resort 
extends to celebrations of all the holidays, and this past Flag 
and Anthem Day, marking 25 years since the island achieved 
its separate status within the Dutch Kingdom, was certainly no 
exception. 

The day began with the traditional flag raising ceremony and 
playing of the anthem, after which an explanation was given on 
what is represented by the flag as well as the national emblem. 
Playa Linda General Manager Jan van Nes spoke during the 


Downtown 
gots hot at 
Mambo 
Jambo 


Playa Linda provides a 

Festive Flag and Anthem Day celebration 
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At the Divi Tamarijn Beach Resort 



Bunker Bar hosts Flag Bay celebration 





DRUIF BEACH - Guests at 
the Tamarijn Beach Resort got 
into the spirit of the national 
holiday at the Bunker Bar, 
tucked away, on the far end 
of the resort, with panoramic 
views of the ocean. Some 
of the resort’s repeat guests 
spared no effort to decorate 
in honor of the day, and dress 
accordingly, sporting Aruba’s 
national colors United Na¬ 
tions or larkspur blue, bun¬ 
ting yellow, and Union Jack 
red and white. □ 




tomorrow 


Enjoy Wild Cash Wednesday! 


Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day long! 

Use your Alhambra Advantage card to play our slots 
from 10am to 4am and we’ll DOUBLE your points 
for DOUBLE cash back. 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPURTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


^ ’ \ ARUBA 

(TA DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


W here Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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International Telephone Operator days observed 




PALM BEACH - International 
Telephone Operators day was 
celebrated at the Radisson Aru¬ 
ba Resort Casino & Spa in ap¬ 
preciation of the resort’s hard 
working telephone operators 
Norma Rafaela, Melvinia Rid- 
derstaat, Carmen Alleyne, Syl¬ 
via Wilson and Nikita Croes. 
Members of the department of 
Human Resources organized 
the appreciation ceremony by 
invading the operators’ of¬ 
fice in the lobby behind the 



front desk, and surprising them with gift bas- way in which they manage our astounding 
kets, cards and hugs! They are a great asset load of incoming and outgoing telephone 
to our business, says Director of HR Glenn calls, deserve special recognition, which 
Farro, their friendly voices, and the efficient we gratefully deliver on their special day.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have 
to offer, and what the words 



"fresh seafood" really mean. 
What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 

12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$360-1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 



Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 
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At Amazonia Churrascaria 


Dia Di Hymno Y Bandera celebrated 
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PALM BEACH - Aruba’s 
national celebration, Flag & 

Anthem Day was celebrated 
by local family members and 
friends everywhere on the is¬ 
land. Anthony Peterson, also 
happened to celebrate his 
17 th birthday that day, and the 
double celebration took place 
at Amazonia Churrascaria 
where Anthony was joined by 
his girlfriend Shelby Kimble, 
as well as his mom, his uncle, 
grandma and a dozen other 
family members for a memo¬ 
rable and delicious Brazilian steakhouse dinner, served by the friendly carvers, fresh off the grill, 
paired with an abundant salad bar, and outstanding desserts.Q 


At Salt & Pepper Restaurant 


Beef Stroganoff now on the menu 


ARAWAK GARDEN - Salt & Pepper Res¬ 
taurant has an enthusiastic new chef, Mir¬ 
iam Vasdias, who is shaking up the menu, 
putting her personal stamp on it. Moreover, 
new manager Laura van der Tol is coming 
up with great specials and new ideas. One 
of those ideas is to put two excellent wines 
into the spotlight each month, introducing 
guests to them via an exceptionally good 
quality-price ratio. For the month of March 
these are the Trivento Malbec from Ar¬ 
gentina and the Cordier Chardonnay from 
France. Both absolutely worth a try! 

New on Salt & Pepper’s menu is the Cae¬ 
sar Salad and the option to get order onion 
rings in a beer batter —when ordering the 




famous Salt & Pepper hamburgers. 
Chef Miriam’s Beef Stroganoff is 
so good that it is expected to be an 
instant hit. 

Salt & Pepper’s daily specials al¬ 
ways include pastas, salads, fish 
or meat and they are advertized on 
the board outside. The fish is al¬ 
ways brought in fresh: it is literally 
the catch of the day. Salt & Pepper 
is located in the Arawak Gardens 
across from the Radisson Resort 
on the hi-rise strip. The kitchen of 
Salt & Pepper, which specializes in 
tapas, by the way, is open from 8 
am until 01.00 am.Q 
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RESTAURANT 


Dinner served 5:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. Monday Closed : 


DIFFERENT THEME NIGHT, EVERY NIGHT! 


TUESDAY'S 

CARIBBEAN FEAST* BEST VALUE FOR MONEY! 

Local Caribbean Night, serving sauteed Creole Garlic Shrimp 
and fresh Creole Red Snapper with sweet plantain, with other 
Aruban favorites such as Keshi Yena and Beef Stoba accompa¬ 
nied by a Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel N Eat Shrimp, Hand Rolled 
Sushi, Cold Cuts & Cheeses, Aruban Fish Soup. 

Home Made Pastries & Cakes 


Wednesday's 

Enjoy the rich flavors of Italy at our mix & match interactive 
pasta station, paired with mouthwatering specialties such as: 
Breaded Grouper Fingers, tartar sauce, Roasted Leg of Lamb, 
Chicken with Italian olive & tomato relish accompanied by a 
Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel N Eat Shrimp, Hand Rolled Sushi, Italian 
Cold Cuts & Cheeses and famous Minestrone Soup 
Home Made Pastries & Cakes 



Get $10 in Casino 


Just $23.95 p.p / kids $6.95 + 15% Service Charge & Tax : <£ VtS 

For reservations call 526 6612 or 526 6613 / v " ' ■ JL 

f ARUBA ■ -- 

GREAT VALUE • AWARD WINNING CUISINE • GENUINE HOSPITALITY • TROPICAL AMBIANCE resort,casino & spa ■ 



How Dumb Are We? 

Andrew Romano 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK - NEWSWEEK gave 1,000 Americans the U.S. 
Citizenship Test 38 percent failed. The country’s future is im¬ 
periled by our ignorance. In this week’s issue, Andrew Romano 
looks at the risks involved in America’s ignorance. 

They’re the sort of scores that drive high-school history teach¬ 
ers to drink. When NEWSWEEK recently asked 1,000 U.S. 
citizens to take America’s official citizenship test, 29 per¬ 
cent couldn’t name the vice president. Seventy-three percent 
couldn’t correctly say why we fought the Cold War. Forty-four 
percent were unable to define the Bill of Rights. And 6 percent 
couldn’t even circle Independence Day on a calendar. 

Don’t get us wrong: civic ignorance is nothing new. For as 
long as they’ve existed, Americans have been misunderstand¬ 
ing checks and balances and misidentifying their senators. And 
they’ve been lamenting the philistinism of their peers ever since 
pollsters started publishing these dispiriting surveys back in 
Harry Truman’s day. According to a study by Michael X. Delli 
Carpini, dean of the Annenberg School for Communication, the 
yearly shifts in civic knowledge since World War II have aver¬ 
aged out to “slightly under 1 percent.” 

But the world has changed. And unfortunately, it’s becoming 
more and more inhospitable to incurious know-nothings like us. 
To appreciate the risks involved, it’s important to understand 
where American ignorance comes from. In March 2009, the 
European Journal of Communication asked citizens of Britain, 
Denmark, Finland, and the U.S. to answer questions on interna¬ 
tional affairs. The Europeans clobbered us. Sixty-eight percent 
of Danes, 75 percent of Brits, and 76 percent of Finns could, for 
example, identify the Taliban, but only 58 percent of Americans 
managed to do the same even though we’ve led the charge in 
Afghanistan. It was only the latest in a series of polls that have 
shown us lagging behind our First World peers. 

Most experts agree that the relative complexity of the U.S. po¬ 
litical system makes it hard for Americans to keep up. In many 
European countries, parliaments have proportional representa¬ 
tion, and the majority party rules without having to “share pow¬ 
er with a lot of subnational governments,” notes Yale political 
scientist Jacob Hacker, coauthor of Winner-Take-All Politics. 
In contrast, we’re saddled with a nonproportional Senate; a tan¬ 
gle of state, local, and federal bureaucracies; and near-constant 
elections for every imaginable office. “Nobody is competent to 
understand it all, which you realize every time you vote,” says 
Michael Schudson, author of The Good Citizen. “You know 
you’re going to come up short, and that discourages you from 
learning more.’Q 


Gay marriage in every state: inevitableP 



New York - A national poll 
finds that a majority of Ameri¬ 
cans support same-sex wed¬ 
dings a watershed moment for 
gay rights 

In a milestone for gay-rights 
supporters, more than half of 
Americans 53 percent say in 
a new poll that they support 
gay people’s right to marry. 
This marks the first time a ma- 


Sexbomb 

Why we allow our young 


for a president to take a stand 
instead of “cowering behind 
support for states’ rights and 
civil unions.” This won’t be as 
hard as it once was, because 
the unmistakeable upward 


ased polls time and time again 
right before votes in which 
same-sex marriage is rejected. 
It’s absurd. 

The people of this country 
have not changed their opin¬ 
ion about marriage.” □ 


trend in support for same-sex 
weddings makes the issue “a 
political winner for pro-gay- 
rights Democrats.” 

No, this poll is bogus: “The 
only poll that counts is a free 
and fair vote on the part of the 
people,” says Brian Brown, 
who heads the National Or¬ 
ganization for Marriage, as 
quoted by The Washington 
Post. “We’ve seen these bi- 


jority has approved the idea 
in a decade of ABC News/ 
Washington Post surveys. 
Just five years ago, when 
George W. Bush supported 
a federal amendment to ban 
same-sex marriage, only 32 
percent approved of same-sex 
weddings. The new poll also 
revealed a stark age divide 
young people are much more 
likely to support gay mar¬ 
riage, while the elderly still 
resist the idea. Gay marriage 
has been banned by voters in 
31 states, and is legal in only 
five. But with public opin¬ 
ion and demographic trends 
swinging toward acceptance, 
are same-sex marriage sup¬ 
porters destined to prevail? 
Yes, we just need leadership: 
“We’ve certainly come a long 
way in a very short time,” 
says The Economist, but “the 
battle over gay marriage is not 
over.” The crucial next step is 


daughters dress so sexy 

New York - A generation of 
sexually liberated women 
don’t quite know how to tell 
their young daughters to cover 
up or even if they want them 
to, says Jennifer Moses in The 
Wall Street Journal 
A suburban bat mitzvah is 
flush with 12- and 13-year- 
olds in mini-dresses, push-up 
bras, high heels, and heavy 
makeup. Many moms not 
only permit their daughters to 
dress like prostitutes, but even fund it with their AmEx cards. 
“Why do we let girls dress like that?” asks Jennifer Moses in 
The Wall Street Journal. “It has to do with how conflicted my 
own generation of women is about our own past, when many 
of us behaved in ways that we now regret.” Here, an excerpt: 
We are the first moms in history to have grown up with widely 
available birth control, the first who didn’t have to worry about 
getting knocked up. We were also the first not only to be free of 
old-fashioned fears about our reputations but actually pressured 
by our peers and the wider culture to find our true womanhood 
in the bedroom. Q 
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In Boston 

Hospital performs 
full face transplant 


Pomahac. “The tissues are re- 



Patient Dallas Wiens 


By R. CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
BOSTON -A Texas construc¬ 
tion worker badly disfigured 
in a power line accident two 
years ago has received the na¬ 
tion’s first full face transplant 
at a Boston hospital. 

More than 30 doctors, nurses 
and other staff at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital led by 
plastic surgeon Dr. Bohdan 
Pomahac performed the 15- 
hour operation last week on 
25-year-old Dallas Wiens of 
Fort Worth, Texas. He was 
listed in good condition at the 
hospital on Monday. 

The electrical accident in No¬ 
vember 2008 left Wiens, blind 
and without lips, a nose or 
eyebrows. In Boston, doctors 
transplanted an entire new 
face, including a nose, lips, 
skin and muscles and nerves 
that animate the skin and give 
sensation. The donor’s iden¬ 
tity was not disclosed nor 
would the hospital say exactly 
when the surgery was done for 
privacy reasons. Wiens will 
not resemble “either what he 
used to be or the donor,” but 
something in between, said 


ally molded on a new person.” 
The transplant was not able 
to restore Wiens’ sight, and 
some nerves were so badly 
damaged from his injury that 
he likely will have only par¬ 
tial sensation on his left cheek 
and left forehead, the surgeon 
said. 

Wiens has been able to talk to 
his family on the phone, said 
his grandfather, Del Peterson, 
who attended the news con¬ 
ference in Boston. 

“When I first saw him after 
the injury, I had no idea what 
was to follow,” Peterson said. 
“But he is determined to get 
well, and to move on with his 
life, to do something with his 
life.” He said Wiens hopes to 
become an advocate for facial 
donations, and thanked the 
donor family, saying, “You 
will forever remain in our 
hearts and our prayers and we 
are grateful for your selfless¬ 
ness.” 

The surgery was paid for by 
the Defense Department; the 
hospital has a $3.4 million 
grant from the military for 
transplant research. 

The new federal health care 
law helped make the opera¬ 
tion possible, by allowing 
Wiens to get insurance cover¬ 
age for the expensive drugs he 
will need lifelong to prevent 
rejection of his new face. 
Wiens had no insurance when 
he was injured; Medicaid 
covered about two dozen 
surgeries until his disability 
payments put him over the in¬ 
come limit. □ 


Kids safest in rear-facing car seats 

By CARLA K. JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO - Children 
should ride in rear-facing car 
seats longer, until they are 2 
years old instead of 1, accord¬ 
ing to updated advice from a 
medical group and a federal 
agency. 

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad¬ 
ministration issued separate 
but consistent new recom¬ 
mendations Monday. 

Both organizations say older 
children who’ve outgrown 
front-facing car seats should 
ride in booster seats until the 
lap-shoulder belt fits them. 

Booster seats help position 
adult seat belts properly on 
children’s smaller frames. 

Children usually can graduate 
from a booster seat when their 

Real risk if radiation contaminates food 

based U.N. health agency said 
contaminated food poses a 
greater long-term risk to resi¬ 
dents’ health than radioactive 
particles in the air, which dis¬ 
perse within days. It was the 
strongest statement yet from 
the world body on radiation 
risks to ordinary people, not 
nuclear workers. 

“They’re going to have to 
take some decisions quickly 
in Japan to shut down and 
stop food being used com¬ 
pletely from zones which 
they feel might be affected,” 
Gregory Hard told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press . “Repeated con¬ 
sumption of certain products 
is going to intensify risks, as 
opposed to radiation in the air 
that happens once and then 
the first time it rains there’s no 
longer radiation in the air.’Q 







Man looks at package 
By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
GENEVA - Japan needs to 
act quickly and ban food sales 
from areas around the dam¬ 
aged Fukushima nuclear plant 
if food there has excessive 
levels of radiation, the World 
Health Organization said 
Monday. 

The International Atomic En- 


from Chiba Prefecture 

ergy Agency has confirmed 
that radiation in some Japa¬ 
nese milk and vegetables was 
“significantly higher” than 
levels Japan allows for con¬ 
sumption, and Japanese au¬ 
thorities are expected to de¬ 
cide on a comprehensive plan 
to limit food shipments from 
affected areas. 

A spokesman for the Geneva- 



Is a child seat, it’s the law 


height reaches 4 feet 9 inches. 
Children younger than 13 
should ride in the back seat, 
the guidelines from both 
groups say. 

The advice may seem extreme 
to some parents, who may 
imagine trouble convincing 


older elementary school kids 
as old as 12 to use booster 
seats. 

But it’s based on evidence 
from crashes. For older chil¬ 
dren, poorly fitting seat belts 
can cause abdominal and 
spine injuries in a crash.Q 
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Every Wednesday, Friday & Saturd 


FREE Premiun Drinks! 

while playing slots or table games 


The Casino at the Radisson. Open daily from 12 noon to 4 am. For information call +297 586 4045 


Live music 
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When it’s time to shuffle and deal, STRAIGHT FLUSH (both cards in hand) till the river—receive $ 100.00 cash 

we always have a seat for you! R0YAL FLUSH (both cards in hand) till the river—5% of Bad Beat 

Watch the Bad Beat Jackpot Grow... 


No quick fix seen at 
Japan’s nuclear plant 



Race against time 


By ERIC TALMADGE 
Associated Press 

FUKUSHIMA, Japan - Officials raced Monday to restore elec¬ 
tricity to Japan’s leaking nuclear plant, but getting the power 
flowing will hardly be the end of their battle: With its mangled 
machinery and partly melted reactor cores, bringing the com¬ 
plex under control is a monstrous job. 

Restoring the power to all six units at the tsunami-damaged 
complex is key, because it will, in theory, power up the maze of 
motors, valves and switches that help deliver cooling water to 
the overheated reactor cores and spent fuel pools that are leak¬ 
ing radiation. Ideally, officials believe it should only take a day 
to get the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear under control once the 
cooling system is up and running. In reality, the effort to end the 
crisis is likely to take weeks. 

Late Monday night, the deputy director general of Japan’s nu¬ 
clear safety body suggested to reporters why there is so much 
uncertainty about when the job will be finished. 

“We have experienced a very huge disaster that has caused very 
large damage at a nuclear power generation plant on a scale that 
we had not expected,” said Hidehiko Nishiyama of the Nuclear 
and Industrial Safety Agency. The nuclear plant’s cooling sys¬ 
tems were wrecked by the massive earthquake and tsunami that 
devastated northeastern Japan on March 11. Since then, condi¬ 
tions at the plant have been volatile; a plume of smoke rose 
from two reactor units Monday, prompting workers to evacuate. 
In another setback, the plant’s operator said Monday it had just 
discovered that some of the cooling system’s key pumps at the 
complex’s troubled Unit 2 are no longer functional meaning 
replacements have to be brought in. Tokyo Electric Power Co. 
said it had placed emergency orders for new pumps, but how 
long it would take for them to arrive was unclear. □ 


Buoyed by strikes 

Libya rebels try to advance 



Protesters demonstrate in favor for Libya 


By RYAN LUCAS 
Associated Press 
ZWITINA, Libya - Ener¬ 
gized by international strikes 
on Moammar Gadhafi’s 
forces, rebels advanced in an 
attempt to reclaim an east¬ 
ern city under siege by the 
Libyan leader’s troops on 
Monday as the U.S. com¬ 
mander of the allied cam¬ 
paign warned that a stale¬ 
mate could emerge from the 
bombardment. That could 
mean a longer conflict and 
an unclear end game as the 
U.S. and European countries 
try to calibrate how much 
their now three-day old air 
campaign officially intended 
to protect civilians should go 
toward actively helping the 
rebel cause. Henri Guaino, 
a top adviser to the French 
president, said the allied ef¬ 
fort would last “a while yet.” 
Ali Zeidan, an envoy to Eu¬ 
rope from the opposition- 


created governing council, 
told The Associated Press 
that rebels want to drive Gad- 
hafi from power and see him 
tried not have him killed. 
He said that while airstrikes 
have helped, the opposition 
needs more weapons to win 
the fight. “We are able to 
deal with Gadhafi’s forces 
by ourselves” as long as it’s 
a fair fight, he said in Paris. 
“You see, Gadhafi himself, 
we are able to target him, 


and we would like to have 
him alive to face the inter¬ 
national or the Libyan court 
for his crime. We don’t like 
to kill anybody even Gad¬ 
hafi himself.” Gadhafi forces 
are currently besieging two 
rebel-held cities Misrata in 
the west and Ajdabiya in the 
east. So far, the international 
airstrikes do not seem to have 
targeted those troops, which 
have repeatedly shelled both 
cities.□ 


Italy facing immigration emergency 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 

ROME - Italy is facing a humanitarian and 
sanitation crisis on the tiny island of Lampe¬ 
dusa following the arrival of some 15,000 Tu¬ 
nisian boat people amid fears more migrants 
will flee there following coalition airstrikes on 
Libya. Lampedusa is currently housing some 
4,800 Tunisians, almost doubling the island’s 
population of 5,000 and putting a severe strain 
on its immigrant holding center which has a 
capacity of just 850. Italy had been ferrying 
and airlifting the migrants off the island to be 
processed at holding centers elsewhere. But 
those centers are now full, leading to a back¬ 
log in Lampedusa the primary point of arrival 
for North Africans due to its close proximity 


to Africa. 

The U.N. refugee agency warned in a state¬ 
ment Monday that some 3,000 of the migrants 
have been forced to sleep outdoors, “either 
next to the center or on the docks, without any 
protection from the rain in increasingly criti¬ 
cal hygienic conditions.’’Italian Interior Min¬ 
ister Roberto Maroni said measures would be 
taken in coming days to stem the flow and ease 
the burden on Lampedusa, including a visit to 
Tunis Wednesday to press for a resumption of 
the immigration treaty agreements and border 
controls that evaporated after the country’s 
popular revolt in January. 

He said 25 Tunisians had arrived in Lampe¬ 
dusa in 2010 “Now, 14,000 have arrived in two 
months.” □ 
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Gray smoke rises from Unit 3 


Former Israeli president 
awaits rape case verdict 




Nuclear alert in Japan 


Revamped emergency responses needed 


By GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA - Japan’s nuclear 
crisis has exposed huge weak¬ 
nesses in how the world deals 
with such disasters, the U.N. 
nuclear chief said Monday, 
urging changes in emergency 
responses worldwide. 

Yukiya Amano, head of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency, also told a 3 5-na¬ 
tion IAEA board meeting that 
while the situation at Japan’s 
crippled Fukushima Dai-ichi 
nuclear site remains serious 
“we are starting to see some 
positive developments.” 


Pressed by reporters on 
whether his agency should 
be authorized by its 3 5-na¬ 
tion board to make IAEA 
safety standards mandatory 
instead of their present volun¬ 
tary status, he said “there are 
some arguments” from board 
nations in favor - but others 
were against. “The views are 
very different,” he said indi¬ 
cating that any reforms will 
be slow in coming and less 
than optimally effective be¬ 
cause of the need to achieve 
board consensus. Japan’s 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear 
complex was crippled 10 days 
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ago by a huge earthquake and 
massive tsunami, and Amano 
suggested that one area up 
for likely review is whether 
tsunami protection standards 
need to be strengthened. 

But a comprehensive update 
of safety standards “needs 
more studies,” he said again 
suggesting that any review 
will take time. Inside the 
board meeting, he defended 
his agency’s performance 
since the crisis broke, em¬ 
phasizing that it is up to indi¬ 
vidual countries to focus on 
nuclear safety, with the IAEA 
only in an advisory role. 

Glyn Davies, the chief U.S. 
delegate to the IAEA, how¬ 
ever, suggested the agency 
needed to do more, in a joint 
U.S.-Canada statement that 
indicated agency board mem¬ 
bers will focus on more over¬ 
sight of the organization’s Ja¬ 
pan performance. He said the 
board will work with Amano 
“to ensure that this agency is 
bringing all of its resources 
to bear in addressing the cur¬ 
rent crisis.” Since a March 
11 earthquake and tsunami 
knocked out the complex’s 
power supplies, Fukushima’s 
radioactive gas leaks have 
triggered the worst nuclear 
crisis since the 1986 Cher¬ 
nobyl disaster. □ 


JERUSALEM - Former Is¬ 
raeli President Moshe Katsav 
will learn whether he will go 
to jail on a rape conviction in 
a case that has already made 
history in Israel. 

The former head of state is 
the highest-ranking Israeli of¬ 
ficial ever to be convicted of a 
crime. He faces up to 16 years 
in prison. His conviction was 
seen as a victory for the Israeli 
legal system and for women’s 
rights in a decades-long strug¬ 
gle to chip away at the na¬ 
tion’s macho culture, which 
once permitted political and 
military leaders great liberties. 
At the same time, it left some 
Israelis equally saddened to 
see a symbol of the state tar¬ 
nished. Katsav was convicted 
in December of two counts of 
raping an employee when he 
was tourism minister in 1998. 
The court also convicted him 
of sexual harassment against 
two other women who worked 
for him when he was presi¬ 
dent, from 2000 to 2007. 

The presidency is a mostly 
ceremonial position in Israel, 
traditionally given to elder 
statesmen as a reward for a 
lifetime of public service. 
Details surfaced in 2006 when 
Katsav complained that a fe¬ 
male employee was trying to 
blackmail him. The woman 
went to police with her side 


of the story, listing a series of 
alleged sexual assaults. Other 
women later came forward 
with other complaints of sex¬ 
ual abuse by Katsav. 

Katsav has denied all allega¬ 
tions from the beginning, say¬ 
ing he was the victim of a po¬ 
litical witch hunt. 

Public pressure forced him to 
resign in 2007, two weeks be¬ 
fore the end of his term, un¬ 
der a plea bargain that would 
have made him admit to lesser 
charges of sexual misconduct. 
Katsav later rejected the deal, 
vowing to clear his name in 
court, e was replaced by elder 
statesman and Nobel peace 
laureate Shimon Peres. 

Legal expert Moshe Negbi 
said the maximum sentence in 
Israel for rape is 16 years and 
that the court demands that at 
least a quarter, or 4 years, be 
served, atsav’s rise to Israel’s 
top job was hailed as a suc¬ 
cess story at the time due to 
his humble beginnings.Q 
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In the Gaza Strip 

Top engineer suffering in custody 



Maria, 3-year old Palestinian girl holding a photo of Dirar abu 
Sisi 


Obama lauds Chile’s 
economic progress 



US President Barack Obama pictured together with his wife and 
children 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip - 
A Palestinian human rights 
group released new details 
Monday about a Gazan man 
who vanished on a Ukrainian 
train and resurfaced in an Is¬ 
raeli prison, saying that he 
was dragged out of his sleeper 
car, hooded and handcuffed 
by Israeli agents, forced onto 
a plane and taken to Israel. 

It was the most detailed ac¬ 
count of how Dirar Abu Sisi, a 
top engineer at Gaza’s power 
plant, made his way to Israel 
after disappearing Feb. 19 en 
route from Kharkov to Kiev. 
Israeli authorities have said 
little about the case because of 
a gag order. 

The Gaza-based Palestin¬ 
ian Center for Human Rights 
said it was permitted to send 
a lawyer to visit Abu Sisi on 
Sunday. It said the 42-year-old 
father of six described a har¬ 
rowing ordeal. 

Abu Sisi, who is married to a 


Ukrainian, was in the country 
while applying for residency 
there. 

The rights group quoted him 
as saying that he was travel¬ 
ing to meet his brother when 
three people forcibly removed 
him from the train and drove 
him handcuffed and hooded 
to a Kiev apartment. He said 
at least six people who iden¬ 
tified themselves as Mossad, 
or Israeli intelligence, interro¬ 
gated him before flying him to 
Israel, according to the rights 
group. 

The group also said Abu Sisi’s 
health is deteriorating and that 
he suffers from gallstones and 
requires blood-thinning medi¬ 
cation. “He is experiencing 
serious psychological prob¬ 
lems after going into long and 
continued investigation ses¬ 
sions,” it said. 

The Associated Press reported 
on his disappearance on March 
10. But most details including 


why Israel would want him so 
badly have remained elusive. 
His Ukrainian wife, Veronika, 
accused Mossad of abducting 
him to sabotage the power 
plant, but denied speculation 
that he was tied to Hamas 
militants. Abu Sisi is a top of¬ 
ficial at Gaza’s electric plant 
meaning he would need to 
have good relations with the 
Hamas government. 

The U.N. and rights groups 
said he was in Israeli prison, 
but Israeli officials refused to 
comment, citing a gag order. 
A court partially lifted the 
gag order Sunday, allowing 
Israel’s security service to 
confirm Abu Sisi is in Israeli 
custody. 

The Israeli attorney represent¬ 
ing Abu Sisi, Smadar Ben-Na- 
tan, told The Associated Press 
that Abu Sisi had planned to 
settle in Ukraine. 

Ben-Natan said speculation 
that Abu Sisi landed his job 
for being a Hamas loyalist 
was nonsensical, because his 
appointment came in 2006 a 
year before the militant group 
seized control of Gaza. 

“He is not a political person, 
he is not a military person,” 
Ben-Natan said Monday. “He 
serves in a civil position in 
the Gaza Strip and he was in 
touch with Hamas due to his 
position, and not more than 
that.” 

No charges have yet been 
filed against Abu Sisi, Ben- 
Natan said. □ 


By JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile - Balanc¬ 
ing diplomacy on one conti¬ 
nent with fighting on another, 
President Barack Obama on 
Monday praised Chile’s vi¬ 
brant democracy and open 
society as the U.S. and its al¬ 
lies sought to subdue a dic¬ 
tator in Libya. Obama spoke 
alongside President Sebastian 
Pinera at the presidential pal¬ 
ace in Santiago, Chile, mid¬ 
way through a three-country 
Latin American swing that’s 
being overshadowed by the 
battle for Libya’s future. 
Obama took questions from 
reporters for the first time 
since authorizing U.S. mili¬ 
tary action against Moammar 
Gadhafi’s defenses on Satur¬ 


day. While defending the U.S. 
approach in Libya he sought 
to bring the focus back to his 
mission in Latin America, one 
of drawing America closer 
to its southern neighbors to 
boost cooperation and yield 
economic benefits for both. 
“In our interconnected world 
the security and prosperity of 
people’s are intertwined like 
never before, and no region 
is more closely linked than 
the U.S. and Latin America,” 
Obama said. 

The president said he foresaw 
greater cooperation with Chile 
on clean energy, educational 
exchanges and fighting drug 
trafficking. “What will char¬ 
acterize this new partnership 
is the fact that it’s a two-way 
street,” said the president.□ 


Divisions strain NATO push for Libyan airstrikos 


By DON MELVIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS - Discord erupt¬ 
ed Monday in Europe over 
whether the military opera¬ 
tion in Libya should be con¬ 
trolled by NATO, after Turkey 
blocked the alliance’s par¬ 
ticipation while Italy issued a 
veiled threat to withdraw the 
use of its bases unless the alli¬ 
ance was put in charge. 
Germany also questioned the 
wisdom of the operation, and 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin railed 
against the UN-backed air- 
strikes mounted so far against 
Moammar Gadhafi’s force by 
Britain, France and the United 


States outside of their NATO 
roles. 

“The Security Council resolu¬ 
tion is flawed, it allows every¬ 
thing and is reminiscent of a 
medieval call for a crusade,” 
Putin said. “In fact, it allows 
intervention in a sovereign 
state.” 

A day after Turkey declined 
to support a military plan for 
the alliance to enforce a Libya 
no-fly zone, Turkish Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdo- 
gan said he could support the 
NATO effort but only if it 
does not turn into an occupa¬ 
tion. 

“NATO should only enter 


Libya to determine that Libya 
belongs to Libyans and not to 
distribute its natural resources 
and richness to others,” Erdo- 
gan said during a visit to Sau¬ 
di Arabia. 

There had been widespread 
expectation that the strikes 
against Libya would be over¬ 
seen by NATO, and the hast¬ 
ily improvised nature of the 
military coalition has drawn 
criticism. 

The United States, France 
and Britain initiated attacks 
on Libya on Saturday, raining 
cruise missiles and precision 
bombs on Libyan military 
targets on the ground, includ¬ 



ing Gadhafi’s residential com- gered by its exclusion from an 
pound. Other countries have emergency summit Saturday 
since joined in. in Paris organized by French 

Diplomats said Turkey, a President Nicolas Sarkozy, 
NATO member that sees itself at which the 22 participants 
as a bridge between Europe agreed to launch armed action 
and the Muslim world, was an- against Gadhafi’s military. Q 
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Escape from New York 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2011 New York Times 

New York City holds a special 
place in the collective con¬ 
science of Black America. 

Not only does it have the high¬ 
est concentration of blacks - 
according to the 2000 Census, 
there were more blacks living 
in New York City than in all 
but four whole states - much 
of black intellectual power 
and cultural capital has been 
accrued within its borders. 

It gave voice to Shirley Ch¬ 
isholm, refuge to Malcolm 
X, legs to Althea Gibson and 
opportunity to Jackie Robin¬ 
son. It was the incubator of 
the Harlem Renaissance, the 
proving ground of jazz and 
the birth place of hip-hop. 

It was a black mecca and 
magnet. Was. 

Next week, the Census Bu¬ 
reau will release local data for 
New York. And if those data 
come in as expected, they 
will show the first drop in the 
black population of New York 
City on a Census since at least 
1880, according to Professor 
Andy Beveridge, a sociolo¬ 
gist at the City University of 
New York. (The white, Asian 
and Hispanic populations are 
all expected to grow.) 

Part of the shift is likely from 
an overall trend in black mi¬ 
gration toward the South and 
the suburbs. For example, the 
2010 Census figures show 
that Georgia’s black popula¬ 
tion grew by 23 percent and 
Florida’s by 25 percent, but 
as The Associated Press re¬ 
ported Friday: “The share of 
blacks in large metropolitan 
areas who opted to live in the 
suburbs climbed to 58 percent 
in the South, compared with 
41 percent for the rest of the 
U.S.” 

There is also the city’s con¬ 
tinued shedding of manu¬ 
facturing jobs and shrinking 


middle class that is pushing 
it ever closer to becoming a 
dim, stilted wasteland of the 
wealthy, from edge to edge. 
But to the soup of reasons and 
recriminations I would like to 
add one more possible factor 
that must be considered if not 
studied: the hyper-aggressive 
police tactics that have result¬ 
ed in a concerted and direct¬ 
ed campaign of harassment 
against the black citizens of 
this city. According to a report 
in The Times last year, there 
were a record 580,000 stop- 
and-frisks in the city in 2009. 
Most of those stopped (55 
percent) were black (a large 
portion were also Hispanic), 
most were young and almost 
all were male. For reference, 
according to the Census Bu¬ 
reau, there were about only 
300,000 black men between 
the ages of 13 and 34 living 
in the city that year. A mere 6 
percent of the stops resulted 
in arrests. 

The Times article revealed 
that in one eight-block area 
of an overwhelmingly black 
neighorhood in Brooklyn, 
the police made 52,000 stops 
in just four years, an average 
of one stop for each resident 
each year. 

And those stopped are often 
arrested for small amounts of 
marijuana. According to an 
analysis of these arrests by 
Harry Levine, another sociol¬ 
ogist at the City University of 
New York, the New York Po¬ 
lice Department under Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg has made 
more of these minor drug ar¬ 
rests than under his previous 
three predecessors combined. 
These targeting tactics mean 
that blacks are arrested for 
minor drug possession at 
seven times the rate of whites 
although on national surveys 
whites consistently say that 
they use marijuana more than 
blacks or Hispanics. 

Why would people stay and 
withstand this if they had the 
wherewithal to leave? 

If this is even part of the rea¬ 
son blacks are fleeing from, 
or simply not coming to, our 
great metropolis, then the city, 
knowingly or not, is engaged 
in its own subtle form of eth¬ 
nic cleansing - a sort of eradi¬ 
cation by intimidation.□ 
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A Very liberal Intervention 


By ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2011 New York Times 
In its month-long crabwalk 
toward a military confronta¬ 
tion with Libya’s Moammar 
Gadhafi, the Obama adminis¬ 
tration has delivered a clinic 
in the liberal way of war. 

Just a week ago, as the tide 
began to turn against the anti- 
Gadhafi rebellion, President 
Barack Obama seemed de¬ 
termined to keep the United 
States out of Libya’s civil 
strife. But it turns out the pres¬ 
ident was willing to commit 
America to intervention all 
along. He just wanted to make 
sure we were doing it in the 
most multilateral, least cow- 
boyish fashion imaginable. 
That much his administration 
has achieved. In its opening 
phase, at least, our war in Lib¬ 
ya looks like the beau ideal 
of a liberal internationalist 
intervention. It was blessed 
by the U.N. Security Council. 
It was endorsed by the Arab 
League. It was pushed by the 
diplomats at Hillary Rodham 
Clinton’s State Department, 
rather than the military men 
at Robert Gates’ Pentagon. 
Its humanitarian purpose is 
much clearer than its connec¬ 
tion to U.S. national security. 
And it was initiated not by the 
U.S. Marines or the Air Force, 
but by the fighter jets of the 
French Republic. 

This is an intervention straight 
from Bill Clinton’s 1990s 
playbook, in other words, and 



a stark departure from the 
Bush administration’s more 
unilateralist methods. There 
are no “coalitions of the will¬ 
ing” here, no dismissive ref¬ 
erences to “Old Europe,” no 
“you are with us or you are 
with the terrorists.” Instead, 
the Obama White House has 
shown exquisite deference to 
the very international insti¬ 
tutions and foreign govern¬ 
ments that the Bush admin¬ 
istration either steamrolled or 
ignored. 

This way of war has obvious 
advantages. It spreads the 
burden of military action, sus¬ 
tains rather than weakens our 
alliances, and takes the edge 
off the world’s instinctive 
anti-Americanism. Best of all, 
it encourages the European 
powers to shoulder their share 
of responsibility for main¬ 
taining global order, instead 
of just carping at the United 
States from the sidelines. 

But there are major problems 
with this approach to war as 
well. Because liberal wars 
depend on constant consen¬ 
sus-building within the (so- 
called) international commu¬ 
nity, they tend to be fought by 
committee, at a glacial pace, 


and with a caution that shades 
into tactical incompetence. 
And because their connection 
to the national interest is often 
tangential at best, they’re of¬ 
ten fought with one hand be¬ 
hind our back and an eye on 
the exits, rather than with the 
full commitment that victory 
can require. 

These problems dogged 
American foreign policy 
throughout the 1990s, the 
previous high tide of liberal 
interventionism. In Somalia, 
the public soured on our hu¬ 
manitarian mission as soon as 
it became clear that we would 
be taking casualties as well 
as dispensing relief supplies. 
In the former Yugoslavia, 
NATO imposed a no-fly zone 
in 1993, but it took two years 
of hapless peacekeeping and 
diplomatic wrangling, during 
which the war proceeded un¬ 
abated, before U.S. airstrikes 
finally paved the way for a ne¬ 
gotiated peace. 

Our 1999 intervention in 
Kosovo offers an even starker 
cautionary tale. The NATO 
bombing campaign helped 
topple Slobodan Milosevic 
and midwifed an independent 
Kosovo. But by raising the 
stakes for both Milosevic and 
his Kosovo Liberation Army 
foes, the West’s intervention 
probably inspired more blood¬ 
letting and ethnic cleansing in 
the short term, exacerbating 
the very humanitarian crisis 
it was intended to forestall. □ 


























Lakers rally past Blazers late for 12th win in 13 


Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant (24) gets by Portland Trail Blazers forward LaMarcus Aldridge (12) as he drives 
to the basket in the second half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, March 20, 2011, in Los Angeles. The Lakers won 


84-80. 
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Eight women, 
four men picked 
for Bonds lury 



Federal Agent Jeff Novitzky is 
seen at the federal courthouse 
in San Francisco, Monday, 
March 21, 2011. 

Associated Press 
RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
Barry Bonds finally sat across 
the court room Monday from 
the 12 people who will judge 
whether or not the Major 
League Baseball’s home-run 
record holder lied about tak¬ 
ing drugs. 

Following a daylong selec¬ 
tion process, eight women 
and four men were picked to 
hear the federal government’s 
case against the 46-year-old 
former San Francisco Giants 
star, who is charged with four 
counts of lying to a grand jury 
and one count of obstruction 
for testifying in 2003 that he 
never knowingly used perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing drugs. 
Among the jurors there was no 
shortage of opinion on base¬ 
ball’s Steroids Era or drugs 
in sports, though all indicated 
they could rule impartially in 
the case of Bonds, who holds 
the records for home runs in 
a career (762) and a season 
(73). 

Continued on Next Page 
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|l| New York Rangers’ Ryan 
L Callahan, lelft, celebrates with 
^gmmate Mats Zuccarello after 
■seeing against the Pittsburgh 
■REnguins in the third period of 
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PGA Tour considers change of season-ending format 



Tiger Woods’ caddie Steve Williams, left, and Woods, right, line up a putt on the fourth hole during 
the final round at the Cadillac Championship golf tournament in Doral, Fla., Sunday, March 13, 


2011. 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
The PGA Tour is consider¬ 
ing a change to the end of its 
season in which players who 
don’t make the FedEx Cup 


playoffs would compete for 
their cards in a series of tour¬ 
naments against top Nation¬ 
wide Tour players. 

PGA Tour spokesman Ty 
Votaw confirmed the policy 
board has given preliminary 


Associated Press 

approval to the concept, al¬ 
though it is in the early stages 
of discussion. The tour began 
informing players by memo 
late Monday afternoon. 
Another change being con¬ 
templated is Q-school at the 


end of the year providing ac¬ 
cess only to the Nationwide 
Tour. 

“There are still a number of 
steps,” Votaw said. 

The tour has been looking at 
ways to strengthen the Na¬ 
tionwide Tour, its develop¬ 
mental circuit. It is looking 
for a new umbrella sponsor, 
because Nationwide has said 
it would not renew its contract 
after 2012. 

Under the preliminary plan, 
the top 125 on the FedEx Cup 
standings after the Wynd- 
ham Championship would 
advance to the playoffs and 
compete for $35 million in 
bonus money, with $10 mil¬ 
lion for the winner. 

Those who don’t make the top 
125 would have the option of 
playing a series of three tour¬ 
naments along with top Na¬ 
tionwide Tour players. Those 
tournaments also would 
have a points structure, and 
it would determine who gets 
PGA Tour cards the following 
season. 

Among the numbers being 
mentioned for the three-tour¬ 


BONDS 

Continued from Page B1 

Juror No. 69 was angered Congress investigated steroids in 
sports “on my dime.” 

“They should be solving things like the national debt,” he said. 
He made it onto the panel, even though he said Bonds had “prob¬ 
ably not (received) a fair trial in the court of public opinion.” 
Jurors were identified by number rather than name, and U.S. 
District Judge Susan Illston said their identities won’t be re¬ 
vealed until the day after the verdict. 

From the initial pool of potential jurors who filled out 19-page 
questionnaires last week, Illston dismissed 38 based on an¬ 
swers, which included whether they had attended Giants games 
in the last five years, and whether they were familiar with the 
Mitchell Report on drugs in baseball or congressional hearings 
into steroids use. Several were dismissed because they said they 
had formed opinions on the case. 

Another was dropped because of the death of a grandmother 
last weekend, and two more because they said jury duty would 
be a hardship. Illston denied three other hardship requests. 
Thirty-six underwent 70 minutes of questioning from Illston in 
the morning, and another hour from prosecutors and defense 
lawyers in the afternoon. After a break, Illston’s clerk read the 
numbers of the chosen 12 and two alternates — down from the 
four originally intended. Two jurors, both women, are black and 
10 are white in a case that could see race become an issue. 
Juror No. 24, an Air Force veteran who was not selected, 
brought it up under questioning. “I pretty much think he was 
singled out because of his race,” the man said. 

Juror No. 56, one of the black women selected, said for base¬ 
ball and the NFL the “commissioner’s office should deal with” 
steroids. “I think it’s up to them and not the government to be 
involved,” she said. 

Bonds’ legal team, which spilled over to a side table and the 
first row of spectator seats, outnumbered the government’s 13- 



Barry Bonds arrives at the federal courthouse in San Francisco, 
Monday, March 21, 2011. The Bonds perjury trial is finally 
scheduled to get under way, more than three years after baseball’s 
all-time home run leader was charged with lying to a federal grand 
jury when he denied knowingly taking performance-enhancing 
drugs. 

Associated Press 

5. When his primary lawyers, Allen Ruby and Cristina C. Ar- 
guedas, gave their names for the record, Illston responded: “Is 
that it?” 

Several jurors said they could keep an open mind even though 
they had heard much about the case because they believed me¬ 
dia reports on Bonds either contained inaccuracies or omissions. 
For some, though, the glare of this case was too much to deal 
with. “I would be reluctant to render a judgment against a great 
athlete like Bonds,” juror No. 24, a single, 61-year-old man liv¬ 
ing on disability payments, told Illston. □ 


nament series is 75 players 
from the FedEx Cup stand¬ 
ings and the top 50 players 
from the Nationwide Tour 
money list, with the top 50 
players from that series earn¬ 
ing their cards. 

“The number from the Nation¬ 
wide that goes to the three- 
tournament series hasn’t been 
determined yet,” Votaw said. 
“And the question of how 
many cards has not been, ei¬ 
ther.” 

If the plan goes through, that 
means players could no lon¬ 
ger go straight from Q-school 
to the PGA Tour. 

If a player doesn’t make the 
FedEx Cup playoffs and 
doesn’t make it through the 
three-tournament series, he 
still could compete the fol¬ 
lowing year on limited status 
as a past champion or depend¬ 
ing on how high he finished 
beyond the top 125. That part 
wouldn’t change. 

The PGA Tour over the past 
several years has been award¬ 
ing more cards through the Na¬ 
tionwide Tour money list than 
those who make it through six 
rounds of Q-school. It feels 
players are more prepared for 
the big leagues after going 
through an entire season of 
traveling and trying to make 
cuts in the minors. 

Such a change, however, 
would eliminate dreams of 
long shots who go make it 
through Q-school, some of 
them fresh out of college, oth¬ 
ers who have toiled through 
mini-tours. 

J.B. Holmes and Dustin John¬ 
son are among those who 
went straight from college 
and made it through Q-school, 
then won in their rookie sea¬ 
son. A year ago, Rickie Fowl¬ 
er went from Q-school to a 
spot on the Ryder Cup team. 
Some tour officials feel those 
players are exceptions, and 
that the quality of fields would 
be strengthened. 

It also would add a layer of 
drama to the end of the year 
— PGA Tour players who 
struggled and Nationwide 
Tour players who performed 
well, meeting in a cutthroat 
series of events. 

Still to be determined is how 
the Fall Series, which typical¬ 
ly is held after the FedEx Cup, 
would be effected.Q 
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Bryant leads lakers past Trail Blazers 84-80 


LOS ANGELES (AP) Kobe 
Bryant scored 10 of his 22 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Los Angeles Lakers ral¬ 
lied to beat the Portland Trail 
Blazers 84-80 in the NBA on 
Sunday for their 12th win in 
13 games. 

Derek Fisher made back-to- 
back steals to put the Lakers 
ahead in the final three min¬ 
utes before hitting a clinching 
jumper with 10 seconds left. 
The Lakers played without 
starting center Andrew By¬ 
num, who was suspended for 
two games on Sunday for his 
flagrant foul on Minnesota’s 
Michael Beasley two days 
earlier. 

Nicolas Batum scored 22 
of his 25 points in the first 
three quarters for the Blazers, 
whose three-game winning 
streak was stopped. Portland 
scored just 14 points in the 
fourth quarter on 5-for-18 
shooting. 

Rockets 110, Jazz 108 

In Houston, Kyle Lowry had 


28 points, 11 rebounds and 
10 assists for Houston’s first 
triple-double of the season as 
the Rockets beat Utah. 

With the win, 

Houston moved past Utah 
into ninth place in the Western 
Conference standings and is 
now within 1 l A games of idle 
Memphis in the race for the 
eighth and final playoff spot. 
Lowry got his first career 
triple-double and set a career 
high in rebounds, and Kevin 
Martin scored 34 points for 
the Rockets. 

Paul Millsap, back after miss¬ 
ing five games with left knee 
tendinitis, scored 35 points for 
the Jazz, who have dropped 
seven of their last nine road 
games. 

A1 Jefferson added 17 points 
and 19 rebounds. 

Raptors 95, Thunder 93 
In Oklahoma City, Amir 
Johnson made a layup with 
1.4 seconds remaining to help 
Toronto stop a 14-game road 
losing streak. 


Andrea Bargnani scored 23 
points for the Raptors, who 
earned their first road win 
since Jan. 5 at Cleveland. 
Oklahoma City, which entered 
the game with a six-game 
winning streak, overcame a 
10-point deficit at the end of 
the third to take a 93-90 lead 
with 1:31 left. 

But Leandro Barbosa made a 
tying 3-pointer with 38.5 sec¬ 
onds left before Johnson won 
the game with his layup. 
James Harden scored 23 
points for the Thunder. 

Bucks 100, Knicks 95 
In Milwaukee, Carlos Del- 
fino scored a career-high 30 
points and Brandon Jennings 
finished an assist short of a 
triple-double as Milwaukee 
defeated New York. 

Jennings had 14 points, 11 re¬ 
bounds and nine assists, and 
the Bucks built a 23-point 
first-quarter lead only to 
watch it evaporate by the 
fourth quarter. 

Milwaukee is tied with Char- 


Tennessee fires coach Bruce Pearl 


By BETH RUCKER 
AP Sports Writer KNOX¬ 
VILLE, Tenn. - Tennessee 
fired Bruce Pearl after a sea¬ 
son in which the coach was 
charged with unethical con¬ 
duct for lying to NCAA inves¬ 
tigators during a probe into 
recruiting. In a statement re¬ 
leased by the school Monday 
night, athletic director Mike 
Hamilton said Tennessee of¬ 
ficials made the decision to 
relieve Pearl of his duties af¬ 
ter learning about “additional 
violations committed on Sep¬ 
tember 14 and in March 2011” 
by the staff. Tennessee has 
agreed to pay Pearl $948,728 
worth of salary and benefits 
as part of his dismissal agree¬ 
ment. In six seasons, Pearl, 
51, led the Volunteers to their 
first No. 1 ranking in 2008 
and first NCAA tournament 
regional finals appearance, 
missing out on a trip to the 
2010 Final Four by a single 
point. Pearl acknowledged in 
a tearful press conference on 
Sept. 10 that he had given in¬ 
vestigators false information 
when asked about a cookout 


at his home attended by high 
school juniors. The NCAA 
has since charged the Ten¬ 
nessee basketball and football 
programs with a dozen viola¬ 
tions. 

After a 75-45 loss to Michigan 
on Friday in the second round 
of the NCAA tournament, 


Pearl said that he planned to 
be accountable for the mis¬ 
takes he had made but his 
“goal and desire is to be the 
basketball coach at Tennessee 
next year and for a long time.” 
Tennessee docked his sal¬ 
ary by $1.5 million over five 
years. □ 
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Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant (24) gets the pass off 
between Portland Trail Blazers forward Gerald Wallace, left, 
and forward LaMarcus Aldridge (12) in the first half of an NBA 
basketball game, Sunday, March 20, 2011, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


lotte for ninth place in the 
Eastern Conference, 1 
games behind Indiana for the 
final spot in the playoffs. 
Carmelo Anthony had 23 
points for the struggling 
Knicks, who have lost five of 
their last six. The Knicks are 
just 7-8 since acquiring An¬ 
thony in a trade last month. 
Suns 108, Clippers 99 


In other NBA Roundup 
Washington 98, New Jersey 
92; Atlanta 104, Detroit 96; 
Milwaukee 100, New York 
95; Phoenix 108, L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 99; Sacramento 127, 
Minnesota 95; Houston 110, 
Utah 108; Toronto 95, Okla¬ 
homa City 93; Dallas 101, 
Golden State 73; and L.A. 
Lakers 84, Portland 80.Q 


: BENLO CIGARS 
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NFL No legal ground for court to halt lockout 



In this Feb. 21, 2011 file photo, Cleveland Browns linebacker 
Scott Fujita, left, and NFL Players Association Executive Director 
DeMaurice Smith, walk to an NFL/NFLPA mediation session at 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service headquarters in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 


By DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS - The NFL 
asked a federal judge Mon¬ 
day to keep its lockout in 
place, saying there are no le¬ 
gal grounds to stop it while 
accusing the players of trying 
to manipulate the law with a 
bogus antitrust lawsuit. 

The NFL filed its arguments 
in federal court in St. Paul, 
Minn., where U.S. District 
Judge Susan Richard Nelson 
has scheduled an April 6 hear¬ 
ing on the players’ bid to stop 
the lockout. 


The NFL said any decision 
on a lockout should wait until 
the National Labor Relations 
Board rules on an unfair la¬ 
bor practice charge against 
the now-dissolved players’ 
union that contends the play¬ 
ers failed to negotiate in good 
faith. The charge, filed Feb. 
14, was amended on March 
11 to include reference to the 
union’s decertification. 

The NLRB said the case is 
still under investigation and 
had no further comment. 

The legal salvo is just the lat¬ 
est in the fight between the 


league and players, who failed 
to forge a new collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement on March 
11. That same day, Tom Brady, 
Drew Brees, Peyton Manning 
and six other current NFL 
players filed the antitrust suit 
and injunction request in fed¬ 
eral court here, and the NFL 
owners locked out the play¬ 
ers, putting the 2011 season in 
jeopardy. 

The NFL made three main 
points in Monday’s filing. 
It said the injunction issue 
shouldn’t be in federal court 
at all, the decertification of 
the union was a sham and the 
players’ claim of “irreparable 
harm” has no merit. 

Stopping the lockout, the 
NFL argued, would open all 
32 teams up to additional an¬ 
titrust claims even for work¬ 
ing together to solve the labor 
fight. Antitrust claims carry 
triple damages for any harm 
proven, meaning hundreds of 
millions of dollars are at stake. 
In arguing that Congress has 
barred judges from halting 
lockouts, the league cited 
the Norris-LaGuardia Act — 
Depression-era legislation 
passed with the intent of limit¬ 
ing employers’ ability to crack 
down on unions, including 
their ability to seek court or¬ 
ders halting strikes. The NFL 
contends the law also protects 


an employer’s right to impose 
a lockout in a labor dispute. 
The league said the NFLPA 
dissolved eight hours before 
the labor agreement expired 
simply to avoid a six-month 
delay in filing its multimil- 
lion-dollar antitrust lawsuit 
— a delay spelled out in the 
CBA. 

Decertification, the league 
says, proved the players did 
not want to negotiate in good 
faith and is a step used when¬ 
ever it serves the union’s pur¬ 
poses at the bargaining table. 
The 57-page court filing 
includes statements from 
the players themselves that 
the league says backs its 
argument.“We decertified so 
that we could fight them from 
locking us out and go back 
to work,” Jeff Saturday, the 
NFLPA vice president, said 
the day after the March 11 de¬ 
certification, according to the 
court filing. “And we feel like 
...we can still negotiate this 
anytime you want.” 

According to the filing, NFL¬ 
PA president Kevin Mawae 
said in a Sept. 29 interview that 
decertification was an “ace in 
our sleeve” that worked in the 
late 1980s in favor of the play¬ 
ers. 

“It’s been a part of the union 
strategy since I’ve been in the 
league,” Mawae said. 


The league also cited com¬ 
ments from Baltimore Ravens 
receiver Derrick Mason nine 
days before the union was dis¬ 
solved. 

“So are we a union? Per se, 
no. But we’re still going to act 
as if we are one,” Mason, an 
NFLPA player representative, 
said on March 2, according to 
the court filing. 

The NFLPA did not respond 
specifically to Monday’s fil¬ 
ing, but spokesman George 
Atallah said: “The NFL’s ac¬ 
tions don’t match their words. 
They say they want a fair deal, 
but instead they locked out the 
players and now are trying to 
preserve that lockout through 
litigation.” 

The league, meanwhile, ac¬ 
cused the union of an illegal 
“heads I win, tails you lose” 
strategy, claiming the players 
want the NFL subject to an¬ 
titrust claims “if it ceases or 
refuses to continue football 
operations” yet also “subject 
to antitrust liability if it does 
not” in a “flip of a switch” ap¬ 
proach. 

The players’ antitrust suit — 
forever to be known as Brady 
et al vs. National Football 
League et al — attacked the 
league’s policies on rookie 
salaries and free-agent restric¬ 
tions such as franchise-player 
tags.Q 


Paul Menard leads way lor Richard Childress Racing 


By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP)— Shame on all those peo¬ 
ple who accused Paul Menard of milking his family 
fortune for a ride in NASCAR. 

Of course, that’s exactly what it looked like as Me¬ 
nard sputtered along, failing to put up any reason¬ 
able results while racing free of job security issues. 
Armed with sponsorship from his father’s chain of 
home improvement stores, Menard always had a 
healthy list of teams willing to give him a car despite 
four winless seasons at NASCAR’s top level. 
Funding from Menards, a Midwest-based chain, got 
the driver a job first at Dale Earnhardt Inc., then Yates 
Racing, last season at Richard Petty Motorsports and 
now Richard Childress Racing. But the August hir¬ 
ing by RCR was met with criticism: Money was the 
only thing Menard had that qualified him for a ride 
with such a prestigious organization. 

Well, through the first month of his new job, Menard 
is getting the last laugh. 

His fifth-place finish Sunday at Bristol Motor Speed- 
way—just his third top-five in 151 career starts in 
NASCAR’s elite Sprint Cup Series—moved him up 


one spot to fifth in the standings. He’s the highest- 
ranked RCR driver, and has been the highest-finish¬ 
ing RCR driver in three of four races this year. 

Not too shabby for the new driver at an organization 
that put three in the Chase for the Sprint Cup cham¬ 
pionship last season. 

“I feel bad for Paul because everybody looks at him 
as a fortunate son, the kid who has a billionaire dad 
who just buys him rides,” said crew chief Slugger 
Labbe, who moved with Menard from RPM to RCR. 
“I hope sooner or later people start looking at him 
as Paul Menard the race car driver, not the fortunate 
son.” On-track results is the only way to change per¬ 
ception, and Menard is working hard to prove him¬ 
self. But there’s no denying that driving for one of 
NASCAR’s top teams has finally given Menard the 
opportunity to show he’s talented. 

He could have had the skills of seven-time champion 
Richard Petty, but so long as he was in mediocre to 
substandard equipment, nobody would have known. 
With RCR, Menard is certain that Labbe is getting 
full access to team owner Richard Childress’ tool¬ 
box. 

“I’ve got all the confidence that Richard is going 


to give me what I need,” Menard said. “In the past, 
without getting into details, we’ve had issues with 
that. We’ve brought it to the attention to the people 
that mattered and it kind of seemed like it fell on deaf 
ears sometimes. 

“Richard wants the No. 27 team to succeed. He’s 
very personally invested in it and it’s cool to be a 
part of.” Menard has shown promise right from the 
start at RCR. 

He led 11 laps in the Daytona 500 and was in posi¬ 
tion to make a run at the win until the typical late- 
race chaos shuffled him back to a ninth-place finish. 
He was OK with a 17th-place finish at Phoenix, but 
Labbe said Monday if not for a bad crew chief call 
near the end of the race at Las Vegas, Menard would 
have finished far better than the 12th he earned. 

Then came Sunday at Bristol, where Menard led 35 
laps while driving down a cylinder for more than 
half the race to finish a career-best fifth. His previ¬ 
ous best at Bristol was 16th in 2008. 

All told, Menard has already led a career-high 49 laps 
this season—he led 28 in 2008—and has two top-10 
finishes after scoring just eight of them through his 
first 147 races. □ 
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NHL Roundup 

Rangers rally to beat Pengs 5-2 



Pittsburgh Penguins’ Maxime Talbot (25) tumbles in front of 
the goal as New York Rangers’ Brian Boyle (22) defends in the 
second period of the NHL hockey game, Sunday, March 20, 2011 
in Pittsburgh. 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Mar¬ 
ian Gaborik and Ryan Callah¬ 
an scored power-play goals 11 
seconds apart as part of a four- 
goal third period as the New 
York Rangers rallied to beat 
the Pittsburgh Penguins 5-2 in 
the NHL on Sunday. 

New York took advantage 
when Pittsburgh’s Matt Cooke 
received a 5-minute elbow¬ 
ing penalty 4:36 into the third. 
The Penguins then lost another 
man when Matt Niskanen was 
given a high-sticking double¬ 
minor three minutes later. 
Gaborik tied the game at 2 
with eight seconds remain¬ 
ing in the 5-on-3 advantage. 
Cooke’s penalty had just end¬ 
ed when Callahan scored the 
game-winner. 

Henrik Lundqvist made 38 
saves for the Rangers, who 
extended their winning streak 
to a season-high four games. 
Canadiens 8, Wild 1 
In St. Paul, Minneapolis, P.K. 
Subban scored three goals 
for his first NHL hat trick as 
Montreal had its biggest of¬ 
fensive output in more than 

MLS Roundup 


CARSON, California (AP) 

— Juninho scored for the 
second time in two games to 
help the Los Angeles Galaxy 
salvage a 1-1 draw against the 
New England Revolution in 
Major League Soccer on Sun¬ 
day. 

The Brazilian got the equaliz¬ 
er in the 39th minute after the 
Galaxy had a pair of first-half 
goals disallowed. He inter¬ 
cepted A. J. Soares’poor clear- 


three years. Ryan White gave 
visiting Montreal the lead just 
31 seconds in. The Canadiens 
then led 2-0 after the first pe¬ 
riod and 6-0 after 40 minutes. 
Andrei Kostitsyn, James Wis¬ 
niewski, Travis Moen and 
Tom Pyatt also scored for 
the Canadiens, who got eight 
goals in a game for the first 
time since January 2008. 
Mikko Koivu scored a penal¬ 
ty-shot goal for the Wild with 
7:46 remaining to end Alex 
Auld’s shutout bid. 

Predators 4, Sabres 3 OT 
In Buffalo, New York, Blake 
Geoffrion scored three goals, 
including two in the final 
three minutes of regulation, as 
Nashville came back to beat 
Buffalo. 

Martin Erat scored off a Ryan 
Suter pass 27 seconds into 
overtime to win the game for 
the Predators, who got their 
third road victory in 11 games. 
The Predators are 7-2-2 in 
their past 11 games and have 
moved into a fifth-place tie 
with Los Angeles in the NHL’s 
tight Western Conference. 


ance outside the box and fired 
a shot past goalkeeper Matt 
Reis into the upper comer. 
Juninho also scored the Gal¬ 
axy’s lone goal in a 1-0 win 
over Seattle in their season 
opener on Tuesday. 

Shalrie Joseph opened the 
scoring for the Revolution 
with a header off a cross from 
Marko Perovic in the 3rd min¬ 
ute. 

The Galaxy thought it had 


Tim Connolly, Nathan Gerbe 
and Tyler Ennis scored sec¬ 
ond-period goals for the Sa¬ 
bres. 

Devils 3, Blue Jackets 0 

At Columbus, Ohio, David 
Clarkson scored twice and 
Martin Brodeur made 13 
saves to earn his NHL-record 
115th shutout as New Jersey 
beat Columbus. 

Nick Palmieri also scored for 
the Devils, who are trying to 
stay in the Eastern Conference 
playoff race. New Jersey is in 
11th place, seven points be¬ 
hind eighth-place Buffalo and 
the postseason cutoff. 

The Devils had gone 23-3-2 
in their last 28 games before 
back-to-back losses to Ottawa 
and Washington this week 
damaged their playoff hopes. 
Steve Mason stopped 28 shots 
for the Blue Jackets, who have 
only won twice in the last 12 
games. 

Ducks 5, Flames 4 

In Anaheim, California, Corey 
Perry scored two goals, in¬ 
cluding the game-winner 2:38 
into overtime, as Anaheim 



the game-winner in stoppage 
time when Juan Pablo Angel 
redirected a cross into the net 
but he was mled offsides and 
the goal was disallowed.Q 


held off Calgary. 

The Ducks squandered an ear¬ 
ly 3-0 lead when goaltender 
Dan Ellis gave up four straight 
goals to the Flames to make it 
4-3 with 12:50 left in the third. 
Teemu Selanne then scored 
on a power play with 2:01 re¬ 
maining to level the score and 
send the game to overtime. 
Ellis redeemed himself by 
stopping Jarome Iginla on a 
breakaway 1:26 into overtime 
and finished with 37 saves. 
Blackhawks 2, Coyotes 1 


Associated Press 
At Glendale, Arizona, Chris 
Campoli scored a power-play 
goal with 6:34 remaining as 
Chicago topped Phoenix. 

It was Campoli’s first goal for 
Chicago since he was acquired 
from Ottawa on Feb. 28. 

In other NHL it was N.Y. 
Rangers 5, Pittsburgh 2; 
Nashville 4, Buffalo 3, OT; 
New Jersey 3, Columbus 
0; Montreal 8, Minnesota 
1; Chicago 2, Phoenix 1; 
and Anaheim 5, Calgary 4, 
OT.Q 
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Contador races in Volta as 
doping ban appeal looms 


LLORET DE MAR, Spain 
(AP) — Gatis Smukulis 
of Latvia won the opening 
stage of Volta of Catalunya 
on Monday, and Alberto 
Contador finished 10th as 
a decision looms from cy¬ 
cling’s governing body over 
whether to appeal his clear¬ 
ance of a doping ban. 
Smukulis finished the 103.7- 
mile ride beginning and end¬ 
ing in Lloret de Mar in north¬ 
eastern Spain in 4 hours, 8 
minutes, 48 seconds. 

The HTC-Highroad rider 
was followed by a pack, in¬ 
cluding Contador, finishing 
28 seconds behind. 

“The team did an extraor¬ 
dinary job minimizing the 
time difference,” Contador 
said. “It was important that 
the break did get a four- or 
five-minute lead. I hope that 
tomorrow’s stage will be 
calmer.” Contador, a three¬ 
time Tour de France cham¬ 
pion, tested positive for the 
prohibited substance clenb- 
uterol but was later cleared 
of wrongdoing by the Span¬ 
ish cycling federation. 

The International Cycling 
Union has said it will de¬ 
cide by Thursday whether to 
challenge the decision. The 
World Anti-Doping Agency 


HTC-Highroad’s cyclist Ga¬ 
tis Smukulis of Latvia raises 
his arms before crossing the 
finish line to win the 166 
km first stage at the Volta 
of Catalunya cycling race in 
Lloret de Mar, Spain, Mon¬ 
day, March 21, 2011. 

Associated Press 

has three more weeks than 
the UCI to decide on an ap¬ 
peal. Since escaping the pro¬ 
posed one-year ban in late 
January, Contador has com¬ 
peted twice, finishing fourth 
in the Tour of Algarve in Por¬ 
tugal and winning the Vuelta 
of Murcia in Spain. 

The Volta of Catalunya, 
which is celebrating its 
100th anniversary, finishes 
Sunday. Q 


Sorenstam gives birth to a boy 

ORLANDO, Fla. - Annika Sorenstam says she has given 
birth to a boy a little earlier than expected. Sorenstam an¬ 
nounced the birth Monday on Twitter about an hour after the 
baby was born. She said in her tweet, “SURPRISE! 

I went into labor today & William Nicholas McGee was bom 
at 6:33 PM. I’m well. Will is hanging in there fine for be¬ 
ing 27 weeks.” Sorenstam and her husband, Mike McGee, 
already have a daughter they named Ava. The Swede retired 
from the LPGA Tour at the end of the 2008 season with 72 
career victories.□ 



Fed Cup matches in Japan postponed 

LONDON (AP) — The Fed Cup playoff between Japan and 
Argentina has been postponed because of the earthquake and 
tsunami and will now be played in July. Japan was to host Ar¬ 
gentina on April 16-17 in Tokyo in a World Group II playoff, 
but the International Tennis Federation says the best-of-five 
series will now be played July 16-17 at a venue to be con¬ 
firmed. ITF President Francesco Ricci Bitti says “in light of 
these dreadful and exceptional circumstances, we felt it was 
important to give the JTA (Japanese Tennis Association) the 
opportunity still to host the tie and for Fed Cup to play its very 
small part in the healing process of a nation.’Q 


Batsmen Tendulkar, Panting 
polarize opinion on walking 



West Indies Ravi Rampaul, right, celebrates after dismissing 
India’s Sachin Tendulkar during the Cricket World Cup Group B 
match between India and West Indies, in Chennai, India, Sunday, 
March 20, 2011. 

Associated Press 


JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW DELHI (AP) — To walk 
or not to walk? The big ques¬ 
tion at the World Cup has been 
debated since the contrasting 
attitudes involving cricket’s 
two most prolific batsmen 
emerged on the weekend. 
There’s been nothing pedestri¬ 
an about the criticism for Aus¬ 
tralia captain Ricky Ponting, 
who stood his ground until he 
was given out on a TV um¬ 
pire’s review despite knowing 
he’d got a thick edge to Paki¬ 
stan wicketkeeper Kamran 
Akmal in Colombo on Satur¬ 
day. Commentators and fans 
mshed to praise Sachin Ten¬ 
dulkar for deciding to walk in 
a caught-behind situation even 
when an umpire had ruled him 
not out six balls into his 450th 
limited-overs international. 
Headlines in Monday’s Times 
of India Newspaper read: “Sa¬ 
chin Tendulkar puts integrity 
above quest for 100th ton.” 
The Deccan Herald described 
Tendulkar, the “Little Mas¬ 
ter,” as a tme gentleman and 
described his decision as 
“Walking tall on the cricket¬ 
ing pitch.” India ultimately 
won comfortably against the 
West Indies at Chennai. 


That set up a quarterfinal be¬ 
tween Tendulkar’s Indians 
and Ponting’s Australia, the 
three-time defending cham¬ 
pions, sharpening the focus 
on the senior statesmen of 
each team. Tendulkar is uni¬ 
versally admired for his sub¬ 
lime skill and unwaveringly 
calm demeanor. Ponting has 
earned the grudging respect of 
most of the cricket world for a 
hard-nosed approach that has 
made him one of Australia’s 
most successful players and 
captains. Ponting has never 
been what is known in cricket 
parlance as a “walker.” He be¬ 
lieves that the lucky reprieves 
batsmen get when umpires err 
make up for the bad decisions 
they get at other times. The 
problem is, the bad decisions 
are magnified these days with 
teams allowed to challenge 
calls and have them reviewed 
by a TV umpire. 

The purists uphold the values 
of a bygone era when players 
of the “gentlemen’s game” 
adhered to unwritten rules of 
engagement and integrity. The 
hardened professionals in an 
increasingly cash-driven era 
point to the fact that not even 
the sport’s most sacred under¬ 
pinning — that the umpire’s 


decision is final — carries 
weight any more. 

After all, the umpire decision 
referral system in play at the 
World Cup, and in many in¬ 
ternational series these days, 
gives each team two chances 
per innings to question an 
umpire’s call and send it for 
review by an official who 
has the benefit of video re¬ 
play technology. “It’s nice to 
see people walking but that 
doesn’t happen now I guess,” 
Pakistan coach and former fast 
bowler Waqar Younis said on 
the weekend. “There is a sys¬ 
tem in place now so that you 
can’t get away with it. I mean 
people still take chances and 
why not?” Waqar was talking 
about Sri Lanka batsman Ma- 
hela Jayawardene’s decision 
not to take Nathan McCullum 
at his word when the New 
Zealander held a spectacular, 
diving catch in their Group 
A match at Mumbai. Mc¬ 
Cullum was infuriated when 
the third umpire decided that 
he couldn’t be conclusively, 
100 percent sure that McCul¬ 
lum had his fingers under the 
ball when it first touched the 
ground. Jayawardene was 
given the benefit of the doubt. 
In an earlier match, South Af¬ 
rican veteran Jacques Kallis 
only needed to turn around 
and ask a rival fielder if he’d 
cleanly held a catch before he 
walked off, without consult¬ 
ing the umpire or asking for 
review. Apparently, that’s old 
school. Besides, the gesture 
is not always unanimously 
well received. Ponting’s for¬ 
mer deputy, Adam Gilchrist, 
caused a stir when he walked 
in the World Cup semifinal 
against Sri Lanka in 2003 af¬ 
ter being given not out by the 
umpire. Paradoxically, some 
critics questioned Gilchrist’s 
motivation. The main con¬ 
tention revolved around Gil¬ 
christ’s double duties as bats¬ 
man and wicketkeeper, with 
the academic argument prof¬ 
fered that while walking when 
he knew he was out could be 
reconciled as a batsman, how 
could he appeal for a catch 
when a rival batsman wasn’t 
sure he’d edged it.Q 




















SPORTS ISJ, 


Tuesday, March 22, 2011 


Google fined over Marines going green to 
street view save lives on battlefield 



This photo released by the U.S. Marines taken Dec. 31, 2010, 
showing Lance Cpl. Dakota Hicks, from Laharpe, Ill., a ma¬ 
chine gunner with 5th Marine Regiment, connects a radio bat¬ 
tery to a Solar Portable Alternative Communication Energy 
System at Patrol Base in Sangin District, in Afghanistan. 

Associated Press 



Matt Potter of Google 
pedals Google’s new Street 
View Tricycle at Google 
headquarters in Mountain 
View, Calif., Monday, March 7, 
2011. Associated Press. 

GREG KELLER 
AP Business Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Google re¬ 
ceived its first ever fine for 
improperly gathering and 
storing data for its Street View 
application on Monday when 
it was penalized by France’s 
privacy watchdog. 

The €100,000 ($141,300) 

penalty — the largest ever by 
French body CNIL — sanc¬ 
tions Google for collecting 
personal data from Wi-Fi net¬ 
works — including e-mails, 
web browsing histories and 
online banking details — 
from 2007 to 2010 through 
its roaming camera-mounted 
cars and bicycles. 

The fine is the first against 
Google over the data-gath- 
ering, which more than 30 
countries have complained 
about. At least two other Eu¬ 
ropean countries are consider¬ 
ing fines, while some others 
have ruled against penalizing 
Google. Google Inc. has apol¬ 
ogized and says it will delete 
the data.“As we have said be¬ 
fore, we are profoundly sorry 
for having mistakenly col¬ 
lected payload data from un¬ 
encrypted Wi-Fi networks,” 
Google’s Global Privacy 
Counsel Peter Fleischer said 
in an e-mailed statement. “As 
soon as we realized what had 
happened, we stopped col¬ 
lecting all Wi-Fi data from 


our Street View cars and im¬ 
mediately informed the au¬ 
thorities.” Google has two 
months to appeal the fine. It 
hasn’t yet decided whether 
it will, a company spokes¬ 
man said. The head of CNIL 
criticized Google for a lack of 
transparency and cooperation 
with its investigation, which it 
launched in 2009. 

“They were not always will¬ 
ing to cooperate with us, they 
didn’t give us all the infor¬ 
mation we asked for, like the 
source code of all devices in 
the Google cars,” said Yann 
Padova, CNIL’s executive di¬ 
rector. “They were not always 
very transparent.” 

The incidents, which some 
critics have derisively labeled 
as “Wi-Spy,” were caused by 
“an engineer’s careless error 
as well as a lack of controls to 
ensure that necessary proce¬ 
dures to protect privacy were 
followed,” Canada Privacy 
Commissioner Jennifer Stod- 
dart concluded in a report last 
October. Several other coun¬ 
tries have skewered Google 
for scooping up 600 gigabytes 
of data — equivalent to about 
six floors of an academic li¬ 
brary — from Wi-Fi systems 
for more than two years be¬ 
fore detecting a problem in 
response from to an inquiry 
from regulators in Germany. 
Google initially said it had 
only captured fragments of 
people’s online activities, but 
Canada’s investigation de¬ 
termined that entire e-mails, 
passwords and website ad¬ 
dresses had been obtained and 
stored. □ 


JESSICA MINTZ 
AP Technology Writer 
SEATTLE (AP) — Microsoft 
Corp. broadened its attack on 
Google Inc.’s Android soft¬ 
ware, filing patent infringe¬ 
ment lawsuits Monday against 
Barnes & Noble Inc. 
and two manufacturers over 
the Android-based Nook e- 
reader. 


JULIE WATSON 
Associated Press 
CAMP PENDLETON, Califor¬ 
nia (AP) — The Marine Corps 
is going green to save lives 
rather than to save the planet. 
In a renewable energy strat¬ 
egy revealed to troops Mon¬ 
day, the service said it plans to 
equip thousands of Marines in 
Afghanistan with solar-pow¬ 
ered gadgets over the next 
year in an effort to decrease 
the need to make risky runs 
for fuel through enemy terri¬ 
tory. 

The Marine Corps said the 
change comes after the ser¬ 
vice studied a three-month 
period last year and found that 
one Marine is wounded for 
every 50 trips made for fuel 
or water in Afghanistan. 

The strategy also addresses 
the ongoing problem of U.S. 
reliance on the questionable 
practices of private security 
companies in Afghanistan 
that are used to protect the 
convoys. A congressional 
inquiry last year found that 
some of those companies 
have been inadvertently fun- 
neling money to the Taliban 
and threatening the safety of 
coalition troops because con¬ 
tractors often don’t vet local 
recruits and wind up hiring 
warlords and thugs. 

Trucking contractors who 
bring in the fuel, mostly from 
Pakistan, pay tens of millions 
of dollars a year to local war¬ 
lords for convoy protection. 
Marines then truck the fuel 
from their bases to the smaller 
outposts. The green strategy 
builds on the initial success 


In the complaint filed in U.S. 
District Court in Seattle, Mi¬ 
crosoft said it is seeking triple 
damages based on willful 
patent infringement of five 
patents, plus legal costs and 
an injunction against further 
infringement. Microsoft said 
it also filed a complaint with 
the International Trade Com¬ 
mission, which has the power 


of a Marine company wrap¬ 
ping up the final weeks of a 
seven-month deployment to 
a Taliban stronghold. The 
unit is equipped with portable 
solar panels for recharging 
radios and laptops, and solar- 
powered generators for run¬ 
ning combat operations at its 
remote outposts. 


to bar imports of infringing 
products. Barnes & Noble’s 
Nook and Nook Color de¬ 
vices, which compete with 
Amazon.com Inc.’s Kindle 
e-reader and various Sony 
Corp. devices, are based on 
Android, system software de¬ 
veloped by Google first for 
smartphones and then for tab¬ 
let computers. □ 


“The immediate impact is our 
war fighters are safer today 
than they were yesterday,” 
said Col. Robert J. Charette 
Jr., director of the Marine 
Corps’ Expeditionary Energy 
Office in Washington. 

The Corps plans to spend $9 
million to equip Marines de¬ 
ployed to Afghanistan with 
portable solar panels by 2012, 
he said. It wants to increase 
the number of solar-powered 
generators there from nine to 
300 by December 2012. 

The service is also using Pow- 
erShade, a large solar tarp 
that fits over a standard Ma¬ 
rine Corps tent that can qui¬ 
etly power its lighting system 
without the buzz of a genera¬ 
tor that can alert insurgents, 
and the Ground Renewable 
Expeditionary Energy Sys¬ 
tem, a solar panel array that 
can run a platoon-sized com¬ 
mand center. □ 


Microsoft aims at Android 
with Nook e-reader lawsuit 
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front the fiction that competi¬ 
tion in this market is sufficient 


In this photo released by Newscast Monday, March 21, 2011, 
Deutsche Telekom Chairman and CEO Rene Obermann, left, and 
AT&T Chairman and CEO Randall Stephenson pose for photos 
in New York. AT&T Inc. said Sunday it will buy T-Mobile USA 
from Deutsche Telekom AG in a cash-and-stock deal valued at 
$39 billion that would make it the largest cellphone company in 
the U.S. 

Associated Press 


JOELLE TESSLER 
AP Technology Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
AT&T’s surprise announce¬ 
ment that it plans to acquire T- 
Mobile USA will force federal 
regulators to confront a dif¬ 
ficult antitrust question: Can 
American consumers get good 
wireless service at a fair price 
if they must choose between 
just two national companies? 
That debate will be at the cen¬ 
ter of the government review 
of the $39 billion cash-and- 
stock deal announced Sun¬ 
day. If approved, the purchase 
would catapult AT&T past 
Verizon Wireless to become 
America’s largest cellphone 
service provider. 

The deal would combine 
AT&T Inc., the nation’s 
second-largest wireless car¬ 
rier, with T-Mobile USA, 
the fourth-largest, which is 
now owned by Germany’s 
Deutsche Telekom AG. And 
it could pave the way for Ve¬ 
rizon to go after Sprint Nex- 
tel Corp., which would be a 
distant No. 3 and the only re¬ 
maining national provider. 
None of the smaller U.S. car¬ 
riers, including Leap Wireless, 
Metro PCS and U.S. Cellular, 
has complete nationwide cov¬ 
erage. 

Officials at the Justice Depart¬ 
ment and the Federal Commu¬ 
nications Commission could 
spend a year or more scru¬ 


tinizing the deal before de¬ 
ciding whether to block it or 
allow it to proceed with sub¬ 
stantial conditions attached. 

“I am not convinced that this 
deal is unthinkable,” said Jef¬ 
frey Silva, an analyst with 
Global Medley Advisors. “But 
it’s a very, very heavy lift.” 
Regulators will conduct a 
thorough market-by-market 
analysis to determine how 
many wireless choices con¬ 
sumers would have in com¬ 
munities across the country. 
And even if they allow the 
deal to go through, govern¬ 
ment officials would probably 
require the combined compa¬ 
ny to sell off assets — includ¬ 
ing wireless spectrum, cell 
towers and customers — in 
particular markets that are too 
concentrated. 

The bigger question facing 
federal officials is whether the 
enormous cost of building a 
nationwide wireless network 
means that a market dominat¬ 
ed by only two companies is 
the best they can hope for. 
And if that’s the case, what 
kinds of merger conditions 
should the government im¬ 
pose on AT&T to prevent it 
from abusing its power? 

“This marketplace doesn’t 
work even before this merg¬ 
er,” said Mark Cooper, direc¬ 
tor of research for the Con¬ 
sumer Federation of America. 
“I want policymakers to con- 


to protect consumers.” 

Cooper, for one, would like 
to see federal regulators bar 
AT&T from engaging in com¬ 
mon industry practices such 
as charging consumers large 
fees for text messaging and 
for ending contracts before 
they expire. 

He would also like to see 
government officials impose 
stronger “network neutrality” 
rules on AT&T’s wireless sys¬ 
tem to ensure that subscribers 
can access apps and other on¬ 
line applications without car¬ 
rier interference. 

Net neutrality rules adopted 
by the FCC late last year pro¬ 
hibit broadband providers 
from discriminating against 
online traffic, but they give 
wireless companies a consid¬ 
erable amount of flexibility to 
manage traffic on their sys¬ 
tems. 

Analyst Rebecca Arbogast of 
the firm Stifel Nicolaus be¬ 
lieves government regulators 
will also consider conditions 
intended to help smaller wire¬ 
less providers compete.Q 


GABRIELE STEINHAUSER 
AP Business Writer 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The eurozone’s 17 fi¬ 
nance ministers agreed Monday on how to 
finance the region’s future bailout fund, 
slightly lowering the contributions that poor¬ 
er states have to pay into it. 

Nations that use the common euro currency 
will give the new European Stability Mecha¬ 
nism a capital base of €80 billion ($114 bil¬ 
lion) and provide €620 billion ($880 billion) 
in callable capital and guarantees, said Olli 
Rehn, the European Union monetary affairs 
commissioner. 

The ESM will start in mid-2013, succeeding 
the eurozone’s existing bailout fund, the Eu¬ 
ropean Financial Stability Facility. European 
policymakers hope the existence of a rescue 
mechanism for countries that run into finan¬ 
cial trouble after 2013 will help counter any 
doubts over the credibility of the euro. 
Investors were keen to know the details of 
the future fund amid doubts that Europe will 
have solved its debt crisis — which has al¬ 
ready pushed Greece and Ireland into multi- 
billion-euro (dollar) bailouts — by 2013. 


The €80 billion capital base allows the fund 
to act more like a bank, giving additional 
security to its creditors. The callable capital 
and guarantees would only have to be paid if 
a bailed-out country fails to repay its loans. 
The €700 billion ($994 billion) in overall 
contributions will give the ESM an effective 
lending capacity of €500 billion ($710 bil¬ 
lion). 

The overcapitalization is necessary to get a 
good credit rating for any bonds the fund is¬ 
sues, providing extra security in case coun¬ 
tries that are currently contributing run out 
of money. 

Ministers also decided to tweak the formula 
to calculate each state’s contributions, giving 
economic output more weight than popula¬ 
tion and thus slightly lowering the burden on 
poorer countries. 

That follows demands by 10 poorer euro¬ 
zone states, including Slovakia and Malta, 
which felt they were carrying an unfair bur¬ 
den compared to their economic strength. 
German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeu- 
ble, who until earlier in the day had opposed 
changes to the formula, said the tweaks were 


so minimal — changing his country’s contri¬ 
bution by less than 0.1 percentage point — 
that all finance ministers were able to agree. 
On top of that, countries that receive aid 
from the new fund will pay interest rates that 
are, on average, 1 percentage point lower 
than rates in the current bailout fund. 
Ministers did not make any final decision on 
how to increase the lending capacity of the 
current fund, which plans to increase from 
about €250 billion ($355 billion) currently to 
€440 billion ($625 billion). Schaeuble said 
the increased capacity would most likely 
come from countries raising their guaran¬ 
tees, based on the old contribution formula. 
The ministers also left Ireland waiting for a 
decision on the interest rate it has to pay for 
the €67.5 billion ($96 billion) rescue loan it 
received last November. 

Schaeuble said Ireland was not discussed 
and he was still waiting to hear what the 
country had to offer in return for a better in¬ 
terest deal. 

The final decisions on the new fund will 
come at a summit of EU leaders Thursday 
and Friday. □ 


Clockwise from bottom left, German Finance Minister Wolfgang 
Schaeuble, Luxembourg’s Finance Minister Jean Claude Junck¬ 
er, Spanish Finance Minister Elena Salgado, French Finance 
Minister Christine Lagarde and Italian Finance Minister Giulio 
Tremonti share a word during an extraordinary meeting of EU 
finance ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, 
Monday, March 21, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Europe agrees on financing for future bailout fund 


Big oil clears Gull drilling hurdle 


By JENNIFER A. DLOUHY 
© 2011 Hearst Newspapers 
WASHINGTON - The oil and 
gas industry cleared a major 
hurdle Monday in its path 
back to deep-water drilling, 
with the Obama administra¬ 
tion’s approval of an offshore 
exploration plan that lays the 
foundation for Shell to drill 
three exploratory wells in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The plan is the first of its kind 
approved since the 2010 Gulf 
oil spill and represents the 
government’s determination 
that Shell has satisfied stiffer 
safety mandates triggered by 
the disaster. Shell’s plan also 
had to withstand more scruti¬ 
ny than exploration plans filed 
before the Deepwater Horizon 
disaster, when regulators rou¬ 
tinely waived environmental 
assessments that are other¬ 
wise required by federal law. 


Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
said the decision “marks another 
important step toward safer deep¬ 
water exploration.” 

Shell CEO Marvin Odum called 


it “a very significant milestone” 
that could provide a regulatory 
template for drilling new explora¬ 
tion wells in the deep-water Gulf. 
“You already are seeing a number 


of applications for exploration 
plans and permits to drill,” Odum 
said. “I think it’s (been made) 
easier now that we’ve clarified 
the rules of the game.” 


The approved plan provides 
the framework for Shell to 
drill three new exploratory 
wells in approximately 2,950 
feet of water at its Cardamom 
Deep discoveries about 255 
miles southeast of Houston. 
Odum has said the discover¬ 
ies - made in 2009 and 2010 
- could hold more than 100 
million barrels of oil equiva¬ 
lent. Shell still has to obtain 
separate permits before it can 
drill any of the wells, and the 
company already has filed an 
application for one of them. 
In approving Shell’s plan, 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, Regulation and 
Enforcement assessed the 
environmental consequences 
of the company’s proposed 
drilling and concluded there 
would likely be “no sig¬ 
nificant impact” from the 
work.Q 
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Shreveport Op<$ations 


In this May 29, 2009 photo, General Motors’ Shreveport, La. Op¬ 
erations Plant is shown. General Motors Co. on Thursday, March 
17, 2011 said that a lack of parts from Japan will force it to halt 
production of the GMC Canyon and the Chevrolet Colorado at its 
Shreveport pickup plant next week. 

Associated Press 

General Motors lays 
off workers in U.S. 

DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — General Motors Co. on Monday is halting 
some production and temporarily laying off workers at a Buf¬ 
falo engine plant in upstate New York, another sign that Japan’s 
disaster is affecting automakers around the globe. 

GM is also suspending production of engines built at its 
Tonawanda plant for the Chevrolet Colorado and GMC Can¬ 
yon compact pickups, which are assembled at a GM factory in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. GM shut down its Shreveport operation 
this week because of a shortage of parts from Japan. 

GM doesn’t know when production will resume at either plant. 
This latest shutdown at GM shows how interdependent the 
world’s car makers have become. GM last week became the 
first U.S.-based car company to say it would suspend produc¬ 
tion because of Japanese parts shortages. Toyota and Subaru are 
scaling back production at U.S. plants because they depend on 
imports from Japan, whose car industry was hobbled March 11 
after that nation’s largest known earthquake and tsunami. 

Even though damage at Japanese auto plants was limited, uncer¬ 
tainty lingers. Factories are unlikely to return to full production 
for months, hindered by unreliable power supplies and exten¬ 
sive damage to some parts suppliers. GM spokeswoman Kim 
Carpenter said Tonawanda has the parts it needs to make the 
engines, but it’s not producing them because Shreveport doesn’t 
need them. Carpenter said 59 of the 623 workers at the engine 
plant will be affected. Workers will get around 75 percent of 
their pay while they’re laid off. GM hasn’t said which parts are 
affected in Louisiana. Automakers tend to withhold such infor¬ 
mation for competitive reasons. GM uses a five-speed manu¬ 
al transmission made by Japanese supplier Aisin Seiki Co. in 
the Canyon and Colorado, but Aisin said last week that it has 
enough transmissions and parts to continue supplying GM and 
hasn’t shut down any of its plants in North America. 

Jim Gillette, a supplier analyst with IHS Automotive, said GM 
may have enough parts but is choosing to use them for vehicles 
that are more popular and more profitable. The Colorado, for 
example, starts at $17,000. GM sold 2,600 of them in February. 
But the Chevrolet Silverado fullsize pickup’s starting price is 
nearly $4,000 more, and GM sold 31,728 of them.Q 
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“Red” rocker Sammy Hagar says abducted by aliens 


LOS ANGELES - No doubt 
Sammy Hagar, a former lead 
singer for Van Halen, has en¬ 
joyed a lot of far out experi¬ 
ences in life, but on Monday, 
the rocker told perhaps his 
farthest out tale to MTV. He 
was abducted by aliens. 

Or, at least, his brain was. 

In an interview for his new 
book, “Red: My Uncensored 
Life in Rock” at mtvhive. 
com, Hagar lets go of what 
even he admits might make 
him “sound like a crazy per¬ 
son” to some readers. 

He and the reporter are talk¬ 



Sammy Hagar 


ing about dreams he claims 
to have had about UFOs, and 
when asked whether he be¬ 
lieved he had been abducted, 
Hagar answers: “I think I 
have.” 

The reporter seemed sur¬ 
prised. “What? Really? I was 
kidding. You seriously believe 
that?” he asks. 

Hagar laughs and goes on to 
explain that a passage in the 
book described as a dream in 
which he is contacted by aliens 
from outer space in California 
was, in fact, reality. 

The tale describes how the 


beings tapped into his mind 
through a wireless connection. 
“It was real,” Hagar told the 
reporter, according to the sto¬ 
ry on MTV’s Hive website. 
“They were plugged into me. 
It was a download situation. 
Or they uploaded something 
from my brain, like an experi¬ 
ment.” Hagar goes on to de¬ 
scribe another experience at 
the age of four where he be¬ 
lieves he saw an alien space 
ship in broad daylight hover¬ 
ing over a country field where 
his family lived. 

The rock guitarist and vocalist 


Prince William’s godfather thinks Kate’s great 


By MARTIN BENEDYK 
Associated Press 
LONDON - The former king 
of Greece told The Associated 
Press on Monday that his 
godson Prince William has 
found the ideal partner in 
Kate Middleton. 

Ex-King Constantine, a 
longtime family friend and 
a distant relation of Prince 
Philip, the husband of Queen 
Elizabeth II, said William 
will be able to draw strength 
from Middleton in the years 
to come. 

“Kate is ideal for him,” said 
Constantine from a drawing 
room in his London mansion, 
where informal photos of 


European royals including 
William as a little boy dressed 
in a blue and white sailor suit 
were displayed. 

“She’s a lovely girl and 
they’re in love. I don’t know 
her personally, I’ve only met 
her once, but she seems to be 
a very sweet person,” he said. 
“I’m sure she will be ideal for 
him and will give him every 
kind of strength and support 
that he’ll need. It goes both 
ways but this is a special kind 
of marriage. His choice. He 
fell in love with her.” 

The former monarch, dressed 
in a gray suit and a striped 
tie, is one of the English 
royal family’s closest friends. 



Britain’s Prince William and Kate Middleton 

William is godfather to one 
of his grandsons, Konstantine 
Alexiox. 

Constantine said he and his 


family are looking forward 
to attending the April 29 
royal wedding at Westminster 
Abbey, which has been 


Brown has R&B lock, what about popP 


Chris Brown’s “Graffitti,” 
which arrived on the music 
scene 10 months after his 
attack on Rihanna, landed 
with a thud. But a sinister 
public image wasn’t his only 
hindrance. The 2009 album 
didn’t do him any favors: Most 
of the songs were weak and 
simply not up to par with his 
past two albums, especially 
2007’s “Exclusive,” a near¬ 
perfect CD.Brown is back on 
“F.A.M.E.” but artistically, 
he’s still not all the way there. 
The singer, who turns 22 in 
May, continues to advance 
when it comes to making 
Quiet Storm hits: “No Bull” 
is a certified R&B jam, and 
the Ludacris-assisted “Wet 
the Bed” is just as good.Even 
on smooth grooves that aren’t 
sexually charged, Brown 
sounds top-notch. “Deuces,” a 
No. 1 R&B hit, was one of last 



Chris Brown 

year’s best songs, and like it, 
“Up to You” is destined to hit 
the top spot and it deserves to 
be.But here’s the problem: On 
the dance songs, Brown is just 
average. That’s unfortunate 
since he is a skilled leg- 
mover and is seen as the heir 
to Michael Jackson behind 
Usher and Justin Timberlake. 
“Yeah 3x” follows the 
formula currently dominating 
pop radio: There’s endless 
drum loops, crowds cheering 
and pulsating beats. It’s a 
song any current pop singer 


could sing. The same goes for 
the Euro-flavored “Beautiful 
People.’’Then there’s “Say 
It With Me” and “Oh My 
Love,” two songs that sound 
too similar. For an album 
with only four up-tempo 
tunes, that’s a pretty bad 
batting average.So it begs 
the question: While Brown 
is a solid R&B singer, can 
he be a real pop star? After 
listening to “F.A.M.E.,” the 
answer is unclear. “Should’ve 
Kissed You” and “She Ain’t 
You” are R&B tunes with pop 
flavors that are semi-winners: 
Brown’s voice sounds 
annoyingly nasally on the first 
song, and the second samples 
Michael Jackson’s “Human 
Nature,” so much work isn’t 
needed to make the song 
work; SWV also sampled the 
Jackson song for their 1990s 
hit, “Right Here.”.Q 


dubbed the wedding of the 
year. 

“Of course the cameras will 
be rolling at this event, but we 
will be enjoying ourselves, 
and it’s going to be a very 
happy family event,” he said. 
“We’re all going to have great 
fun.” 

His advice to the youthful 
couple getting ready for the 
trip to the altar is simple: They 
should put aside the pressure 
and tension and make sure to 
take some pleasure in the big 
event. 

“Enjoy the wedding as much 
as you can,” he said. “Enjoy 
every moment of it. I’m sure 
she’s going to have a lovely 
dress, she’s going to look 
beautiful, he’s going to look 
fantastic. 

They are a young couple 
where good wishes are going 
to come from everywhere, 
and they should enjoy that. 
And stay happy for the rest of 
their lives. ”□ 


is no stranger to wild times. He 
was a part of several bands, in¬ 
cluding Montrose, during the 
“sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll” 
era of the 1970s and 1980s, 
and during its heyday Van 
Halen was among the biggest 
acts in rock music. 

In his book and in the inter¬ 
view with MTV’s Hive, Hagar 
lets the stories fly on the sex 
and drugs he did during those 
years, and he even has a few 
not-so-nice things to say about 
another Van Halen lead singer, 
David Lee Roth, whom Hagar 
replaced in 1985.Q 


Britney Spears 
Femme Fatale 
shows spark 



Britney Spears, “Femme 
Fatale”. Even when Brit¬ 
ney Spears was in the midst 
of her Charlie Sheen-esque 
breakdown, she was putting 
out grooves to wear out the 
dance floor; 2007’s “Black¬ 
out” is the best album she 
ever made, though the dra¬ 
ma of that time overshad¬ 
owed it. 

Since then, she’s contin¬ 
ued to pump out taut jams 
that have kept her musi¬ 
cally relevant, even if she’s 
turned into sort of a How¬ 
ard Hughes in private. The 
larger-than-life persona 
that morphed from jailbait 
to sex kitten to wild child 
has been rendered bland, 
perhaps the most dangerous 
thing that can happen to a 
pop star. The mother of two, 
whose personal and finan¬ 
cial affairs are controlled 
by her father, is rarely heard 
from, and when she is, ev¬ 
ery move seems to be cal¬ 
culated by an army of han¬ 
dlers instead of determined 
by her own will: Any edge 
or personality she demon¬ 
strated seems to have been 
permanently dulled. □ 






















Canadian nryan Adams 
receives Hollywood star 

stitute. 

His hits included “Cut Like 
a Knife,” “Summer of 4 69,” 
“Run to You,” and “(Every¬ 
thing I Do) I Do It For You.” 
Adam recalled visiting Hol¬ 
lywood Boulevard at 16 and 
marveling at the stars. He said 
he was humbled by seeing his 
own star. 

Retired hockey star Wayne 
Gretzky was on hand for the 
dedication. Adams sang Can¬ 
ada’s national anthem’ before 
Gretzky’s final game. 

The Grammy-winning singer 
is currently on tour. 

His charitable foundation, 
The Bryan Adams Founda¬ 
tion, provides grants for proj¬ 
ects supporting the elderly, 
victims of wars and natural 
disasters, and those suffer¬ 
ing from mental or physical 
abuse. □ 

Anti-suicide Trevor Project 
to honor Daniel Radcliffe 

By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Daniel Rad¬ 
cliffe looks forward to a toler¬ 
ant world where young people 
grow up unaffected by differ¬ 
ences in sexual orientation. 

For the past couple of years, 
the “Harry Potter” star has 
been doing his part to make 
that a reality with his work 
with the Trevor Project, the 
leading organization for sui¬ 
cide prevention efforts among 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered youths. 

For his contribution, Radcliffe bian, gay, bisexual, transgen- 
is being honored with the or- der and questioning, or LG- 
ganization’s Hero Award at BTQ, community. Past Hero 
a ceremony in New York in Award recipients include 
June. screen and stage actor Nathan 

“It’s fantastic,” Radcliffe Lane, screenwriter Dustin 
told The Associated Press. Lance Black and former Miss 
“The fact that they think of America and “Ugly Betty” ac- 
what I’ve done by promoting tress Vanessa Williams, 
awareness of the Trevor Proj- While privileged to be a part 
ect itself and the issues that it of this group carrying forward 
works to promote and help is the organization’s life-saving 
a great honor.” work, Radcliffe said he feels a 

The Trevor Hero Award, an- little bashful about it, too. 
nounced Monday, recognizes “The people that are doing the 
a person who serves as an in- heroic things are the people 
spiration to sexual minority answering phones 24 hours 
youths and increases visibility a day in the Trevor call cen- 
and understanding of the les- ters,” he said.Q 




Bryan Adams 

LOS ANGELES - Bryan Ad¬ 
ams is now enshrined in con¬ 
crete. 

The Canadian singer, song¬ 
writer, guitarist, bassist and 
producer got his Hollywood 
Walk of Fame star Monday 
in front of the Musicians In- 
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New Duran Duran recalls early sound 

By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 
Duran Duran, “All You Need 
Is Now” 

When producer Mark Ron- 
son began working with Du¬ 
ran Duran on “All You Need 
Is Now,” he reportedly chal¬ 
lenged the 4 80s pop veterans 
to revisit the sound of their 
formative musical years and 
conjure up a follow-up to the 
band’s 1982 hit-spawning al¬ 
bum “Rio.’’And on most of 
the new album’s 14-tracks 
five more than in the iTunes- 
only release in December the 
musical DNA of the British 
group’s early sound is hard to 
miss. 

This gives “All You Need Is 
Now” a familiar quality, like 
you’ve heard some of this 
music before. A rhythm here, 
a vocal melody there. 

On the funky “Girl Panic!,” 
the percussion recalls the 
group’s classic “The Reflex,” 
while on the moody bal¬ 
lad “Leave A Light On,” the 
synths may bring to mind an¬ 
other seminal Duran Duran 
song, “Save A Prayer.” 

Of course, when you’ve been 
putting out records for more 
than three decades, it’s not 
easy to cover up your musical 
tendencies. 

Paris Hilton prosecutor arrested for buying cocaine 

torney general to avoid the 
appearance of a conflict of in¬ 
terest. He has been suspended 
pending termination. 
According to an arrest report, 
Schubert was spotted pick¬ 
ing up another man, identified 
as Raymond Streeter, while 
driving his white BMW in a 
neighborhood known for nar¬ 
cotics dealing. 

The pair were followed to an 
apartment complex, where 
Streeter allegedly bought co¬ 
caine for Schubert. Both men 
were arrested after a traffic 
stop turned up cocaine in the 
car. 

Streeter later told police that 
Schubert, who he knew as 
“Joe” would have him pur¬ 
chase $40 worth of cocaine, 
several times a week, accord¬ 
ing to the arrest report. 

Las Vegas defense attorney 
David Chesnoff, who repre¬ 
sented both Hilton and Mars, 
told AP he wished Schubert 
well.Q 


By Dan Whitcomb 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - The Las 
Vegas deputy district attorney 
who prosecuted Paris Hilton 
for cocaine possession was 
arrested over the weekend 
after allegedly buying a rock 
of cocaine, authorities said on 
Monday. 

Clark County Deputy District 
Attorney David Schubert, 47, 
was taken into custody in Las 
Vegas on Saturday afternoon 
and booked on one count of 
cocaine possession. 

Schubert, who has prosecuted 
Hilton and pop star Bruno 
Mars on similar charges, was 
released on Sunday after post¬ 
ing bail and was scheduled for 
an initial court appearance on 
Monday. 

4 Tm very disappointed to 
learn one of our prosecutors 
was allegedly buying rock co¬ 
caine,” Clark County District 
Attorney David Roger told 
AP in a telephone interview. 



“This is an individual I placed 
a great deal of trust in by as¬ 
signing him to a state and fed¬ 
eral drug task force.” 

“That said, he was arrested 
and he will be charged and 
prosecuted like any other in¬ 
dividual,” he said. “We be¬ 
lieve no one is above the law, 
including a deputy district at¬ 
torney.” 

Roger said his office would 
charge Schubert and then turn 
the case over to Nevada’s at- 



Duran Duran 


Duran Duran appeared to try 
to do just that in its prior stu¬ 
dio effort, 2007s “Red Carpet 
Massacre,” enlisting con¬ 
temporary pop music heavy¬ 
weights Timbaland and Justin 
Timberlake. By comparison, 
“All You Need Is Now” is less 
preoccupied with dressing up 
Duran Duran’s sound in new 
threads than in dusting off the 
old garb that made frontman 
Simon LeBon, keyboardist 
Nick Rhodes, drummer Roger 
Taylor and bassist John Taylor 
pop superstars 30 years ago. 
For “All You Need Is Now,” 
LeBon and Co. are once again 
without the services of found¬ 
ing guitarist Andy Taylor, who 
joined the band for 2004’s 
“Astronaut,” but then left the 


band two years later. 

Taylor’s aggressive guitar 
punch helped forge Duran Du¬ 
ran’s early sound, but his ab¬ 
sence isn’t felt overtly in “All 
You Need Is Now.” 

The album overflows with 
Duran Duran’s other sonic sta¬ 
ples: Lush synths layered over 
driving, dance-floor ready 
bass lines; disco-inspired per¬ 
cussion, frequently accented 
with Latin beats; and, the 
high-flying, moody vocals and 
harmonies. 

On the title track, a whirring 
synth drone builds to a sing- 
along friendly chorus: “And 
you sway in the moon the 
way you did when you were 
younger/And we told every¬ 
body all you need is now.’Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 3 / 22 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Japan’s dollar 
4 Ease up 
9 Provo’s state 
13 _ and Eve 

15 B. B. King’s 
music style 

16 Fiddling Roman 
emperor 

17 Silent actor 

18 Explode 

19 Baby’s bed 

20 Moderate 

22 Take apart 

23 Sea inlets 

24 Hearing organ 
26 Under 

being forced 
29 Well-known 

34 Still; lifeless 

35 Raring to go 

36 Hot tub 

37 High cards 

38 Unclothed 

39 Custard with a 
caramel glaze 

40 Boy 

41 Celebrations 

42 Department 
store employee 

43 Small 
telescope 

45 Brags 

46 Father, 

Who art in...” 

47 Close noisily 

48 _ pop; soft 
drink 

51 Opposite of 
feminine 

56 Actor James _ 
Jones 

57 Near the center 

58 “Groovy!” 

60 Bangkok native 

61 Period of time 
spent at a job 

62 Deep wound 

63 Enormous 

64 Web surfer’s 
stops 

65 Deli bread 

DOWN 

1 Sweet potato 

2 Correct text 

3 Appoint 

4 Monasteries 


5 Makes hazy 

6 Atmosphere 

7 _tube; lab 

vial 

8 Highly 
respected 

9 Straighten, as 
hair 

10 Gull’s cousin 

11 Very dry 

12 Tramp 

14 Club enrollees 

21 present and 
future 

25 Broadcast 

26 Old TV knobs 

27 Remove the lid 
from 

28 Slender; frail 

29 Phonies 

30 Middle _; 
historical period 

31 Cruise ship 
stops, perhaps 

32 Separated 

33 Puts in order of 
importance 

35 Dines 

38 Close call 


39 Blazing 

41 Respiratory 
woe, for short 

42 Fuel, for many 

44 Hockey team 
member 

45 _ out; says 
without thinking 

47 Panorama 


48 Watchmaker _ 
Thomas 

49 Hawaiian island 

50 Haul behind 

52 One opposed 

53 In a _; irritable 

54 Not far away 

55 Simple 

59 Definite article 
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Services & Classifieds 


Affordable 

and 

Effective 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) for 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classifieds@aruhatodav.com Credit Cards Acceptable. We would he happy to email you our credit card form. 


for sale 

FOR SALE 
Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum plus Presidents wk 7 
(one of the most desirable 
wks) 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa sleeps 8 

Marriott currently selling this 
wk for $67,000. My sale price 
$35,000 

E-mail: amqacp@optonline.net 

or call 516-458-8019 

190629 


far sale 

FOR SALE 
Marriott Ocean Club / 

Platinum 

1 bedroom ocean front 
$23,000 

2 bedroom ocean view 
$22,000 

call 586-9000 Rm 5248 until 
march 20 or e-mail: 
iwkiuice@aol.com 

190709 


for sale/rent 



MASSAGES 


PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

2 br weeks 8 & 9, (pool side) 
call Room 303 till March 5 
stateside. 732-279-0071 
$12,000 p/w Negotiable 
2 bedroom - 2 bath- 
2 balconies 


Special March 
body massage (45 mn.) $35 
(60 mn.) $45 
Pedicure Spa $20 

Nail gel $30 

Cal now !! 583-7338 / 737-1408 
660-3134 


Charlie Sheen may be 
headed back onto TV 


LOS ANGELES Charlie 
Sheen may be out of a job, for 
now. But according to reports 
swirling on Monday the ac¬ 
tor may be back on television 
sooner rather than later. 

NBC News quoted sources 
close to Sheen as saying that 
CBS had offered the actor back 
his job on the hit comedy “Two 
and A Half Men”, but no deal 
had been struck and discus¬ 
sions were ongoing. 

Elsewhere, The Hollywood Re¬ 
porter said Sheen met with se¬ 
nior executives at rival network 
Fox last week for talks. 

The actor sent a cryptic Tweet 
over the weekend reading “per¬ 
haps a new lair? A Fox and a 
Warlock? epic” accompanied 
by a picture of a Fox television 
logo. 

Sheen was fired from “Two 
and A Half Men,” the most- 
watched TV comedy in the 
United States, on March 7 after 
a stream of public insults to¬ 
ward its producer, Chuck Lorre. 
Earlier, the actor had been the 



subject of numerous media re¬ 
ports about his wild partying, 
and he spent time in drug and 
alcohol rehab, leading Warner 
Bros. Television, which makes 
“Two and A Half Men,” to call 
Sheen’s conduct “dangerously 
self-destructive.” 

Celebrity website Radaronline. 
com on Monday also reported 
unnamed sources as saying 
that CBS chief executive Les 
Moonves wanted to get Sheen 
and “Two and A Half Men” 
back on the air.Q 

Tropicana Aruba 
Resort & Casino 

at Eagle Beach 
Privately Owned One 
Bedroom Suites 
Full kitchen, Dining- 
Living Room Area, 

Sleeps 4 

Rental $800 or Lifetime 
Purchase $3,500 per 
week - Winter Season 
Rental $650 or Lifetime 
Purchase $2,000 per 
week-All others 
We have our 
representatives ready to 
visit you. Give us a call!!! 
Owen 748 9909 
David 592 8401 
josflak@hotmail.com 


Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Mariott Ocean Club 


1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

$17000 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$22000 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

$27000 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 

$17500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$19000 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

$21000 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

$30000 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$36000 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 

1 Bedroom week 9 Room 401D Ocean Front 

$13000 

2 Bedroom wk 9 Room 202E Ocean Front 

$20000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 332C Pool Ocean View 

$9500 

Studio wk 12 room 426 B Pool Ocean View 

$5500 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 


2Bedroom wk 9/10 Room 211 Pool /OV $32000 Both weeks. 

1 Br wk 10 Room 1206 Ocean View 

$11000 

1 Br wk 11 Room 805 Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 1101 Ocean View 

$9000 

2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View $13000 each. 

Divi Links 


1 Br wk 9/10 Room 4209/4210 Pool View $12500 each. 

1 Br wk 9 Room 4226 Pool/View 

$12500 

Studio wk 9 Room 4225 Pool/View 

$10000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2115 Ground floor Pool View 

$8000 

1 Br wk 11 room 2104 Pool/View 

$9000 

Occidental Resort 


1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$50000 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 


2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 

$23000 

1 Br wk 13 Room 344 Ocean View 

$15000 

Dutch Village 


1 Bedroom wk 10 room 28 Pool/View 

$8000 

Studio wk 11 Room 118 Pool/View 

$4000 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 

$4000 

Divi Village Studio wk 10 Room 3101 Pool/View 

$8500 

Studio Wk 11 Room 8202 Ocean View 

$8500 

Divi Village 


Stu wk 10 Room 3101 Pool View 

$8500 

Stu wk 11 Room 8207 Ocean view 

$8500 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1/52 whole year roojn 213 

$550000 

Renaissance Siutes 


1 Br 11 Room 2507 Pool /Ocean View 

$10000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2327 Pool/Ocean view 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2137 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

Tiera Del sol 


Flouse 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 

Water Heather 

$531000 

IVIany more weeks for 

sale 

call:731-2012 or 562-0712 

Or e-mail me at 


iohnnypaesch@yahoo 

•com 

- 1 


DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH!! 


Magnificent villa in upscale community! 


ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY! 

Huge villa directly on the BEACH located in Aruba's most 
prestigious community, Arashi Beach. Absolutely amazing views! 
This 2- story villa features 6 bedrooms + maid's room, magnificent 
covered balcony with breathtaking view, private pool and 
entertainment area. Best location of all beachfront homes. Great 
Investment! Directly on the Beach, Amazing Views and Privacy! 
What more can you ask for! Price: $3,500,000 




ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com — wrww.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other properties for sale, All our listings are carefully selected 


ARUBA DREAM 
VACATIONS, N.V. 

TROPICANA ARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

WKs 51, 52 1BR 
Sale $4,000, Rent $800 

I WKs 1 thru 15 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $800 
WKs 16 thru 50 1BR 
Sale $2,000, Rent $650 

ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

Wk 50, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

CASA DEL MAR 

Wk 36, Ambassador 
Sale $4,500, Rent $600 

DIVI PHOENIX 

Wk4 Studio* 

Wk8 Studio 
Wk 9 1BR 

LAQUINTA 
BEACH RESORT 

WK 37,1BR Sale 
$3,000, Rent $600 
WK 47, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

PARADISE 
BEACH VILLAS 

WK 1, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 2, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 4, $12,995 2BR Pool 
Wk 5 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 6 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 8 $9,000 1BR Garden* 
Wk 8 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 9 $8,500 1BR Garden* 
Wk 9 $12,000 1BR Pool* 

Wk 10, $6,500 1BR Garden 
Wk 10, $9,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 14, $13,000 2BR Pool* 
Wk 24 $1,860 Studio 
Wk 19, 3,15 1BR Garden 
Wk 20, $4,200 1BR Pool 
Wk 31 $1,920 1BR (Even Yr.) 
Wk 32 $7,200 2BR Pool 
Wk 38 $6,600 2BR Pool 
Wk 42 $4,500 1BR Pool 
Wk 45 $11,000 2 BR Pool* 

OCCIDENTAL 

WKs 2 -17, $16,000 
1BR OF Supreme Float 

MORE WEEKS AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Please call 748-9909 
arubadreamvacations 
(cphotmail.com 
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Japan quake leaded stress on fault closer to Tokyo 



In this Saturday, March 12, 2011 file photo, a residential area 
remains in flood in Sendai, northern Japan, after a powerful 
earthquake-triggered tsunami. 

Associated Press 


robin McDowell 

Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— The recent monster quake 
that hit northeastern Japan 
altered the earth’s surface, 
geologists say, loading stress 
onto a different segment of 
the fault line much closer to 
Tokyo. 

Experts are quick to point out 
that this doesn’t mean a pow¬ 


erful earthquake is necessarily 
about to strike the Japanese 
capital. Even if it did, the 
structure of the tectonic plates 
and fault lines around the city 
makes it unlikely that Tokyo 
would be hit by a quake any¬ 
where near the intensity of the 
9.0-magnitude one that struck 
March 11, said Roger Mus- 
son of the British Geological 
Survey But, given the vast 
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population — Tokyo and its 
surroundings are home to 39 
million people — any strong 
temblor could be devastating. 
“Even if you’ve got, let’s say, 
a 7.5, that would be serious,” 
the seismologist said. 

Japan is located on the Ring 
of Fire, an arc of volcanos and 
fault lines spanning the Pacif¬ 
ic Basin, and is regularly hit 
by earthquakes. 

But before last week’s quake 

— the largest to hit the coun¬ 
try since it started keeping 
records 130 years ago — few 
geologists considered Japan 
to be a strong candidate for a 
9-plus earthquake, said An¬ 
drew Moore, of Earlham Col¬ 
lege in Richmond, Indiana. 
There is mounting evidence, 
however, that Japan has been 
struck by several severe 
quakes in the last 3,500 years 

— most in the northern reach¬ 
es of the country. Sand depos¬ 
its indicate that several quakes 
have spawned 30-foot-high 
waves that slammed into the 
northern island of Hokkaido, 


he said, the most recent in the 
17th century. 

Similar deposits underlie the 
city of Sendai — the area 
rocked last week — with the 
most recent from an 869 A.D. 
tsunami that killed 1,000 peo¬ 
ple and washed more than 2.5 
miles inland. 

And even weaker quakes that 
hit Tokyo in the past have 
caused significant damage. 

But last week’s tremor 
changed the coastal landscape 
— and not just above sea- 
level. It created a trench in the 
sea floor 240 miles long and 
120 miles wide as one tecton¬ 
ic plate dove 30 feet beneath 
another, said Eric Fielding of 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labo¬ 
ratory. 

While that relieved stress at 
the breaking point, it appears 
to have piled pressure onto 
adjacent segments, said Brian 
Atwater, a geologist with the 
U.S. Geological Survey. 

That added strain could now 
trigger a strong, deadly after¬ 
shock on Tokyo’s doorstep. 


It’s a common occurrence 
after strong quakes and hap¬ 
pened after the 2004 mega¬ 
earthquake and tsunami off 
Indonesia that killed 230,000 
people in a dozen nations. 
Three months later, an 
8.6-magnitude quake erupted 
farther down the fault line, 
killing 1,000 people on sparse¬ 
ly populated Nias island. 

“But it’s difficult to say,” said 
Atwater. “There are good ex¬ 
amples of such stresses lead¬ 
ing to other earthquakes, big 
earthquakes, and there are 
good examples of that not 
happening.” 

Scientists are studying the 
March 11 quake and ongoing 
seismic activity to determine 
where new strains might be 
building. 

“When the main shock is this 
big, you get a football-shaped 
region where aftershocks are 
fair game. It extends in all 
directions,” including toward 
Tokyo, USGS seismologist 
Susan Hough and other ex¬ 
perts said.Q 


Report MU makes strides with 
women scientists on faculty 


MARK PRATT 
Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — The Massachusetts Insti¬ 
tute of Technology has succeeded in boosting 
the number of women on its science and engi¬ 
neering faculties and in making the university 
a friendlier and more supportive place to work 
in the decade since a pair of scathing reports 
on the status of women at the school, yet more 
remains to be done, according to an internal re¬ 
port released Monday. 

The school found that the number of women on 
the science and engineering faculties combined 
has increased from 46, or about 7 percent of 
the total in 1995, to 112, or about 17 percent 
in 2011. Pay and the distribution of other re¬ 
sources are more equitable, and more women 
are serving in senior administrative positions. 

“I chaired the study 10 years ago for engineer¬ 
ing and, if you had asked me then how much 


better I thought it could get for women faculty, 
I never would have thought that we would get 
this far in 10 years,” Lorna Gibson, professor 
of materials science and engineering and chair 
of the School of Engineering study, said in a 
statement. 

The report was a compilation of two separate 
surveys conducted with female faculty in the 
engineering and science schools. Both surveys 
had about a 90 percent voluntary participation 
rate. MIT has also better addressed the issue of 
women professors trying to balance their ca¬ 
reers with parenthood by improving and better 
publicizing family leave policies. 

“We learned a great deal about the commonal¬ 
ity of experience, and new problems that have 
surfaced, including the increasing number of 
dual-career couples and the challenges they 
face,” said biology professor Hazel Sive, who 
chaired the School of Science’s study.□ 
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Michelle Obama: la education me preparo para el mundo 


SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) - Estudiar duro cuando era una 
mujer joven es lo que preparo a Michelle Obama para 
enfrentar los retos del mundo, le dijo la primer a dama es- 
tadounidense a estudiantes en una escuela publica que el go- 
bierno chileno espera se convierta en modelo de excelencia 
educativa en el pais. 


Estudiantes en uniformes ro- 
jos aclamaban con entusiasmo 
y agitaban banderas chilenas 
y estadounidenses cuando la 
senora Obama llego al Insti- 
tuto Cumbre de Condores de 
Renca. 

“No fue hace tanto que mi 
esposo y yo eramos jovenes 
como ustedes, sonando los 
mismos suenos y enfrentan- 
do los mismos retos”, dijo 
la primera dama al descri¬ 
be como ella y el presidente 
Barack Obama crecieron con 
pocos recursos. Su exito, dijo, 
se debio a su buena educacion. 
“Cuando creciamos mis pa¬ 
dres nunca dudaron que iria- 
mos a la universidad (...) 
y siempre nos dijeron que 
aunque no eramos ricos, era¬ 
mos tan listos y tan capaces 
como cualquier otro (...) el- 
los nos ensenaron que si 
sonabamos en grande y tra- 
bajabamos duro cualquier 


cosa era posible. En mi pais lo 
llamamos el sueno americano 
y pienso que tambien es ver- 
dad aqui en Chile”, afirmo. 
Hay un amplio consenso en 
que el sistema de educacion 
publica gratuita de Chile hace 
un pobre trabajo para preparar 
a la gran mayoria de los es¬ 
tudiantes, y contribuye a las 
desigualdades que atraviesa 
la sociedad chilena. Prob- 
lemas similares son evidentes 
alrededor de Latinoamerica: 
ninguna de las universidades 
de la region aparece en la re- 
ciente lista sobre los mejores 
200 institutos de educacion 
superior en el mundo. 

El gobierno de Sebastian Pi- 
nera, con poco mas de un ano 
en el poder, le ha apuntado a 
escuelas con curriculos espe- 
cializados como parte de la 
solucion y planea crear como 
modelo 50 “escuelas de ex¬ 
celencia” para el 2012.□ 



El presidente estadounidense Barack Obama,su esposa Michelle Obama, el presidente chileno Se¬ 
bastian Pinera y su esposa Cecilia Morel, durante una ceremonia de bienvenida en el palacio de La 
Moneda en Santiago, Chile, el lunes 21 de marzo de 2011. (AP Photo/Roberto Candia) 


Piden a Obama beneficio 
migrator o para salvadorenos 


0NU pide penalizar 
discriminacion racial en Colombia 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador (AP) - 
Mas de 2.000 miembros de organiza- 
ciones sociales abarrotaron el lunes 
las calles cercanas a la embajada 
de los Estados Unidos para exigir al 
presidente Barack Obama el respeto 
de los derechos humanos y legalizar 
a miles de salvadorenos que residen 
en su pais. Obama llegara el martes 
a El Salvador en la ultima etapa de 
su primer viaje por Centro y Suda- 
merica, que incluyo Brasil y Chile. 
“Hay que apoyar a nuestros compatri- 
otas, protegerlos y buscar mas amplitud 
a sus beneficios, porque ayudan al de- 
sarrollo economico de Estados Unidos 
y El Salvador”, dijo a la AP Wilfredo 
Berrios, del Frente Sindical. Los mani- 
festantes, que fueron detenidos por la 
policia a pocos metros de la embajada, 
entregaron una carta a personeros de la 
sede diplomatica en la que piden la le- 
galizacion de los salvadorenos en Esta¬ 
dos Unidos, entre otros puntos. 
“Exhortamos a trabajar de manera mas 
decidida y con valentia y coraj e a favor 
del respeto de los derechos humanos y 
en ese sentido detener los fabricantes 


de leyes racistas y discriminatorios en 
su pais”, senalo el texto. 

Segun cifras oficiales, unos 2,8 mil- 
lones de salvadorenos viven en los 
Estados Unidos, de los cuales unos 
217.000 estan amparados en el pro- 
grama bajo el Estatus de Proteccion 
Temporal para inmigrantes (TPS por 
sus siglas en ingles) desde el 2001. Una 
nueva prorroga de 18 meses, otorgada 
por el gobierno de Obama, extendio 
el plazo hasta el 9 de marzo del 2012. 
Los manifestantes tambien criticaron el 
funcionamiento de una base de moni- 
toreo antidrogas instalada en El Sal¬ 
vador y una academia intemacional de 
preparacion para jueces, policias y fis- 
cales dirigidas por Estados Unidos, el 
bloqueo contra Cuba y por las acciones 
militares contra Libia. 

Organizaciones universitarias denomi- 
naron el martes “Dia del Anti-imperial- 
ismo”, una jomada que estara marcada 
por las protestas y una concentracion 
en la plaza Salvador del Mundo, a me- 
nos de un kilometro de la casa presi- 
dencial donde estaran reunidos Obama 
y Funes.Q 


BOGOTA, Colombia - La discrimi¬ 
nacion racial es una realidad en Co¬ 
lombia, afirmo el lunes la Oficina del 
Alto Comisionado de las Naciones 
Unidas para los Derechos Humanos 
al respaldar un proyecto de ley que 
penaliza con multas y carcel hasta de 
tres anos ese tipo de conductas. En 
Colombia la poblacion negra se cal- 
cula entre 10 y 18% de los 45,8 mil- 
lones de habitantes del pais, segun 
miembros del Grupo de Estudios 
Afrocolombianos de la Universidad 
Nacional. Christian Salazar, rep- 
resentante en Colombia de la Alta 
Comisionada de las Naciones Unidas 
para los Derechos Humanos, opino 
que una ley “que penaliza la dis¬ 
criminacion racial enviara una fuerte 
serial a la sociedad colombiana para 
que se respeten los derechos y la dig- 
nidad de los pueblos afrocolombia¬ 
nos”, segun un comunicado. 

Segun Salazar, “en municipios con 
poblacion afrocolombiana superior 
al 30% (108 municipios de los mas 
de 1.000 del pais), el indice de de- 
sarrollo humano evidencia grandes 
rezagos frente a los promedios del 
pais; por ejemplo, en coberturas de 
acueducto, esperanza de vida y tasas 


de natalidad y mortalidad infantil”. 
Los cinco departamentos, de los 32 
del pais, con mayor porcentaje de 
poblacion que vive en la pobreza y 
con peor calidad de vida “son los 
que tienen mayor concentracion de 
afrocolombianos... Bolivar, Cauca, 
Cordoba, Choco y Narino”, agrego 
la Oficina en su nota. 

“Ante esta situacion, la Alta Comis¬ 
ionada de la ONU para los Derechos 
Humanos ha recomendado la penal- 
izacion de la discriminacion racial, 
el desarrollo de planes de proteccion 
-llamados tambien planes de salva- 
guardia- consensuados, para garanti- 
zar la vida de los afrodescendientes; 
y la construccion e implementacion 
de politicas publicas que mejoren 
su ejercicio de los derechos huma¬ 
nos”, anadio. El Congreso debate 
un proyecto de ley que castiga con 
multas y prision de tres anos actos 
de discriminacion racial como quien 
mediante “actos inequivocos prom- 
ueva, provoque o incite al odio o a la 
violencia contra estas comunidades, 
por razon de su raza, color de piel 
u origen etnico”, segun apartes del 
texto del proyecto en la pagina de in¬ 
ternet del Senado. □ 
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APPETIZERS 

your choice tetween: 

AAtX SALAD / CEASAR SALAD 
OR OMONSOOP 

ENTREES 

your choice between: 

CATCH OF THE DAY 

C b different cathes every dayffD 

FiLEt &IW&NON 

CEriiled to perfection) 

CHICKENBREA^T / FEttOCIM 
ALFREDO 

DESSERT 

HOT CHOCOLAT iONOk'/ 


EVERY DAY 4 pm - 6.30 pm AND TUESDAY ALL NIGHT LONG 

For reservations coll +297 586-3659 


INTERNATIONAL 

iCUISINE 


ARAWAK GARDEN, PALM BEACH I OPEN FROM 4PM TILL 10:45PM, 7 DAY'S A WEEK 
TEL: +297 586-3659 I WWW.FISHESANDMORE.COM 




















